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Opposition 
wins battle 
over constitution 


By Askold Krushelnycky and Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian government proposals to weaken presidential 
powers after the next election unexpectedly failed to pass through parlia- 
ment April 8 despite being supported by President Leonid Kuchma. 

Kuchma and his allies were determined to change the constitution in 
order to reduce presidential powers and strengthen those of the prime min- 
ister. They had argued that the reforms were needed to bring Ukraine’s 
political system, where the president enjoys enormous power, including 
that of choosing the prime minister, into line with other European democ- 
racies. 

The Ukrainian opposition, however, said the real reason was to allow 
Kuchma and his supporters to retain power after October’s presidential 
elections, which opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko could win. The op- 
position said the administration was hoping to rule the country via a prime 
minister appointed by a parliament under the administration’s control. 

Kuchma, due to retire this year after two terms in office, pressed ahead 
with plans to introduce the changes despite criticism from western gov- 
ernments and organizations. 

Although the government can usually muster a simple majority in the 
450-strong parliament, constitutional changes require a two-thirds major- 
ity. Supporters of the changes were relying on an alliance of powerful 
businessmen, many of whom owe their wealth to Kuchma, and Commu- 
nists who loathe Yushchenko’s pro-democratic and market reform poli- 
cies. 

But On April 8 the proposals fell six votes short of the 300 needed to 
turn them into law following heated exchanges between rival deputies 
and an impassioned speech by Yushchenko. 

Yushchenko, who also leads the Our Ukraine bloc, told parliament the 
proposed reforms amounted to what he called a “coup.” 

“Friends, I want to say one thing: one ought to change the constitution 
and introduce reforms with honest hands. You ought to do this openly, 
ought to do this honestly and not be the dupes of this government. And 
lastly, taking part in an ‘attempted coup’ is a political crime and I say that 
you take full responsibility for that,” Yushchenko said. 

The bill was supported by 294 lawmakers from the pro-government 
coalition, the Communist Party, and the Socialist Party, as well as by some 
independent deputies. Our Ukraine and Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, which 
did not take part in the vote, met its result with jubilation and sang the 
Ukrainian national anthem in the session hall. 

“{The vote was] possibly опе of the first victories of the democratic 
forces in this parliament,” Interfax quoted Yushchenko as saying. 

The opposition is hoping the re- 
sult will boost Yushchenko’s 
chances in the presidential election. 
Former Foreign Minister and Our 
Ukraine member Boris Tarasiuk 
says, “This means that the regime 
— which wanted to chop up the con- 
stitution — has lost, and that 
Ukraine has won, the opposition has 
won, the Ukrainian people have 
won. I think the next victory will be 
at the presidential elections.” 

One of the failed bill’s main spon- 
sors, Stepan Havrysh, an ally of 
Kuchma and coordinator of the pro- 
presidential majority in parliament, 
said: “This is a blow for the authori- 
ties, but we will work on it.” He said 
some pro-presidential groups would 
try to reintroduce the bill on techni- 
cal grounds that it had been improp- 
erly amended before being put to the 
vote. However, the constitution for- 
bids the measure being reintroduced 
in parliament for a year. 

The leader of the Social Demo- 
cratic Party, Victor Medvechuk, is 
credited with drawing up the 
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UCC president 
urges community to 
‘people power’ 


See Page 3 
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Village pulls bank job 


The 1918 building of the Siandard Bank of Canada from Radway, in the Ukrainian block settlement 
area of Alberta, was transported to the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, located 50 kilometres 


east of Edmonton, March 30. This was the last of seven buildings that have been moved to the village 
over the past few months. With funding obtained from the Alberta Department of Community Devel- 
opment after lobbying on the part of the Friends of the Ukrainian Village, the Village has recently 
embarked upon a program to move several more historic buildings to the site, which recreates Ukrai- 


nian pioneer life in Alberta. 


Лазаренко залишився винен Кучмі 50 млн. дол 


(Українська правда)- -Після того, як Павло Лаза- 
ренко був звільнений з посади прем'єр-міністра, він 
залишився винен президентові Леоніду Кучмі 50 
мільйонів доларів. 

Про це 12-то квітня на перехресному допиті в суді 
в Сан-Франциско повідомив головний свідок 
обвинувачення Петро Кириченко. 

Відповідаючи на питання прокурора Марти Борщ, 
він повідомив, що до 1997 року відносини Лазаренка 
i Кучми були "гарними". Ha його думку, відносини 
між президентом i екс-прем'єром зіпсувалися, "ос- 
кільки оточення Кучми було незадоволене Лаза- 
ренком". 

"Він (Лазаренко) говорив, що в нього були кон-- 
флікти з Волковим і Рабиновичем. Це люди, що вхо- 
дили 1 входять в оточення Кучми", - відзначив свідок. 

Відповідаючи на питання прокурора про "еконо-- 
мічні відносини" Лазаренка i Кучми, Кириченко 
заявив: "Це вже коли він був звільнений з посади, 
він якось говорив, що винен Кучмі 50 мільйонів 
доларів. Але він сказав, що я (Лазаренко) їх краще 
витрачу, щоб зняти його (Kyumy) з посади", - сказав 
колишній помічник прем'єра. 

Кириченко визнав, що вперше оприлюднює таку 
інформацію, оскільки до цього "ніхто не запитував". 
Уточнюючи у відповідь на прохання адвоката Лаза-- 
ренка Дорана Вайнберга, чи можливо, що Кучма 
переслідує Лазаренка за те, що він не дав йому хабар, 
Кириченко відповів: "Може бути". 

12-го квітня закінчився допит Кириченка на суді. 
Однак, як попередив його суддя, його можуть BUK— 
ликати ще, для надання додаткових свідчень. Увесь 
цей час він залишається під присягою і не має права 
обговорювати свої свідчення з іншими свідками в 
справі. 

Раніше Кириченко свідчив, що 1995 і 1996 року 
Лазаренко наказував йому переказувати гроші до 
компаній “Eagle Enterprises” i “Lucky Star’; обидві 
фірми контролював тодішній голова Російського 
акціонерного товариства «Газпром» Рем Вяхирев. 


Лазаренко наказував робити перекази і до "НТІТ", 
компанії на Вірджинських островах, котру конт- 
ролював нинішній міністр оборони України Євген 
Марчук. Через рік, розповів Кириченко, на один із 
корпоративних рахунків, до яких він надав доступ 
Лазаренкові, надійшло понад 50 мільйонів доларів 
із рахунків колишнього віце-прем'єр-міністра Юлії 
Тимошенко в банку «Слов'янський». 

У перебігу допиту представниками звинувачення 
Кириченко давав зрозуміти, що він із повагою ста- 
виться до Лазаренка. На запитання, чому він далі 
платив Лазаренкові ще місяцями по TOMY, як колиш. - 
ній прем'єр-міністр залишив уряд, Кириченко 
сором'язливо відповів: «Я вже звик...» 

Але Лазаренкові адвокати поставили під сумнів, 
наскільки Лазаренко дійсно мав вплив на Кириченка. 
У перебігу перехресного допиту під сумнівом опи-- 
нилося те, хто давав вказівку переказувати 10 міль- 
йонів доларів до Кириченкової американської 
компанії “ABS Enterprises”, а потім від неї, 1994 року. 
Кириченко визнав, що в податкових звітах своєї 
компанії за 1994 рік він збрехав про ці перекази i 
підробив квитанції, щоб приховати їхні сліди. 

Пізніше адвокати Лазаренка висловили припущен-- 
ня, що Кириченко міг би попросити про ці перекази 
для того, щоб позірно збільшити прибутки своєї 
компанії й зробити привабливішим своє прохання про 
«грін-кард» 1995 року. Кириченко рішуче відкинув 
це припущення й заявив, що він не просив про ці пере- 
кази й не знає, для чого Лазаренко перекидав гроші. 

Тим часом звинувачення зосередилося на бурхли-- 
вому часі липня 1997 року - відразу по тому, як 
Лазаренка звільнили з прем'єр-міністра. Кириченко 
повідомив суду, що Лазаренко побоювався, що yKpa— 
їнські слідчі знайдуть його кошти в Європі. Лазарен-- 
ко швидко позакривав свої швейцарські рахунки й 
попереказував майже 200 мільйонів доларів на pa— 
хунки на Багамах і в одному банку в Антігуа, що 
його, за словами Кириченка, вони з Лазаренком 
купили. 
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Замах на Кучму в Баден-Бадені 
"організували? у Донецьку 


(Українська правда) - Автором неправдивого 
повідомлення про замах на Леоніда Кучму в Баден- 
Бадені виявився колишній співробітник міліції, який 
проживає в Донецьку. 

Про це повідомляє газета "Сегодня" з посиланням 
на керівника одного з підрозділів Департаменту СБУ 
із захисту національної державності і боротьби з 
тероризмом Василя Грицака. 

Газета відзначає, що наприкінці минулого року 
СБУ одержала "оперативну інформацію особливої 
важливості" про нібито замах на Кучму, який 
готується "ісламськими терористами" в одній із 
західних країн. 

"Чорним фломастером 1 підкреслено друкованими 
літерами про це повідомляв хтось, хто підписався 
"Леонідом, відданим громадянином своєї країни, 
рядовим членом організованого злочинного 
угруповання Донецької області". 

У листі згадувалося прізвище колишньої житель- 
ки Донецька Вікторії П-ко, яка виїхала на постійне 
місце проживання у ФРН, вийшла там заміж за 
німця. Анонім називав її "зв'язковим у цій операції". 
А її рідний брат, Олег П-ко, нібито входить до ОЗГ 
і служить у кримінальному розшуку УМВС у До- 
нецькій області. 

Співробітник СБУ розповів "Сегодня", що німець- 
кі спецслужби "блискавично відреагували на сигнал, 
провели низку оперативних і процесуальних дій". 

"За місцем проживання Вікторії в одному з ні- 
мецьких міст було здійснено обшук. Інформація про 
підготовку нею 1 членами її родини замаху на прези- 
дента України підтвердження не знайшла". 

СБУ почала пошуки аноніма, який відправив не- 
правдиве повідомлення. "Перевірили сотні людей. 
Були підключені графологи, психологи, психіатри, 
інші фахівці. З їхньою допомогою в результаті тита- 
нічної роботи вдалося скласти зразковий психоана- 
літичний портрет аноніма, вирахувати і вийти на 


нього". 

Автором послання виявився якийсь С-кий, 34- 
річний мешканець Донецька, колишній міліціонер, 
до 1995 року служив оперуповноваженим кримі- 
нального розшуку. 

"Була доведена його причетність до створення 
листа. Під час обшуку знайшли речовинні докази у 
вигляді фрагментів чернетки. Узяті зразки почерку, 
особливості письмового викладу також підтвердила 
проведена відповідно до постанови дізнання 
графологічна експертиза", - відзначає "Сегодня". 

Василь Грицак зі СБУ сказав, що в бесіді ця лю- 
дина спочатку від усього відмовлявся, стверджуючи, 
що направляла листа іншого характеру в інші 
інстанції Донецька й Києва. 

"Посилався на те, що глибоко віруюча людина, має 
здатність передбачати якісь події... Ні 3 якими іслам- 
ськими терористами він дружбу не водив, в органі- 
зовану злочинну групу не входив. Можливо, моти- 
вом учинку стало банальне бажання звести рахунки 
з колишнім товаришем по службі і його сестрою, 
до якої відчував давню симпатію, але вона не відпо- 
віла взаємністю", - сказав представник СБУ. 

Матеріали попереднього слідства щодо С-кого 
після розгляду Генпрокуратурою передані до МВС 
України. 

Газета відзначає, що за свідомо неправдиве пові- 
домлення про загрозу життю, відповідно до Кри- 
мінального кодексу, ця людина може бути покарана 
штрафом до 100 неоподатковуваних мінімумів 
доходів або арештом до півроку, або позбавленням 
волі до трьох років. 

Видання також відзначає, що Вікторія П-ко, яку 
перевіряли німецькі спецслужби, підрахувала, що в 
результаті обшуку поліцейськими її житлу був 
заподіяний збиток у розмірі 11 тисяч євро: "Квар- 
тиру штурмували рано зранку, поклали усіх на 
підлогу, перерили все догори дном". 


Тимошенко відмовляється 
говорити з СБУ про замах на неї 


(Українська правда) «Служба 
безпеки України порушила кримі- 
нальну справу на основі заяви 


Юлія Тимошенко 


Служби безпеки України з про- 
ханням перевірити достовірність 
анонімних повідомлень про під- 
готовку замаху на Тимошенко 1 
інших лідерів опозиції. 

У зверненні мовилося, нібито 
біля села Циблі Переяслав- 
Хмельницького району Київської 
області знаходиться центр підго- 
товки диверсантів, а там, зі слів 
місцевих жителів, нібито готують 
сили для використання проти 
представників опозиції і партії 
"Батьківщина". 

За викладеною в "Сегодня" 
інформацією, в 2003 році до 
Служби безпеки України надій-- 
шло 91 анонімне письмове пові-- 
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"База на 3-х хвилинах за першого $1, кожна наступна хвилина 33ц. 
Дзвінки на мобільний телефон або на спеціяльний окреслений код країни 
можуть бути пораховані за вищими цінами. Всі дзвінки понижче перших 
хвилин за першого 51 всеж таки будуть раховані за 51. 


партії "Батьківщина" про загрозу 
життю Юлії Тимошенко. 

Про це повідомляє газета "Ce— 
годня" з посиланням на керівника 
одного з підрозділів Департаменту 
СБУ із захисту національної дер-- 
жавності 1 боротьби з тероризмом 
Василя Грицака. 

"З метою вживання негайних 
заходів із забезпечення безпеки 
Юлії Тимошенко i перевірки ін- 
формації, що надійшла, було по- 
рушено кримінальну справу за 
фактом підготовки замаху на 
життя народного депутата відразу 
по двох статтях КК України - 14- 
й 1112-й", - повідомив Грицак. 

З його слів, в рамках справи 
опитано і перевірено на можливу 
причетність до таких дій низку 
осіб. 

"Правда, сама народний депутат 
від належної їй як учаснику кар- 
ного судочинства охорони відмо-- 
вилася, як, втім, і від розмови зі 
слідчими, що ніяк не сприяло про-- 
суванню справи", - підкреслює 
співробітник СБУ. 

Як раніше повідомлялося, ке- 
рівництво партії "Батьківщина" 15 
березня 2004 року звернулося до 


снення злочинів, що відносяться 
до компетенції СБУ (з ознаками 
терористичної діяльності, про 
загрозу безпеці державних або 
громадських діячів, інші). Тільки 
із погрозами на адресу президента 
України таких анонімок було 15. 
Найбільша кількість таких пові-- 
домлень надходить стосовно 
представників місцевих органів 
виконавчої влади і самовряду- 
вання. Як правило, вони пов'язані 
зі спробами вплинути на ухвален-- 
ня відповідних управлінських 
рішень (розподіл земельних діля - 
нок, питання приватизації, "нес- 
праведливе" звільнення з роботи і 
тд.) або з помсти за вже ухвалене 
рішення. 

90% анонімних погроз не 
підтверджується. 

"Однак кошти і сили для запо-- 
бігання можливому теракту і 
встановлення особистості аноніма 
тратяться колосальні. Адже 1090, 
що залишилися, де міститься pe— 
альна загроза, зобов'язують зі всі- 
єю серйозністю ставитися до пе- 
ревірки відомостей", зазначає 
газета. 
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and members of the UCC Edmonton Executive. 


UCC National President Eugene Czolij (centre) with UCC Alberta President Catherine Chichak (on his left) 


UCC president urges ‘people 


power’ to get 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadian Congress National 
President Eugene Czolij is urging the Ukrainian com- 
munity to use “people power” to help make politicians 
aware of its concerns in the upcoming federal election. 

Speaking at a number of centres across Canada dur- 
ing а recent tour, Czolij urged the community to orga- 
nize about 50 people in each city (or, if possible, con- 
stituency) to present UCC position papers to all the 
candidates in their ridings. 

He said each person should contact the election of- 
fices for each candidate in the morning, then go down 
and personally present one of the UCC position papers 
on any number of issues to the candidate, explaining 
that the position of the UCC on this issue also repre- 
sent his or her position on the issue. He or she should 
then ask the candidate to study the paper and explain 
that he or she will be calling in about a week’s time to 
ask how the candidate stands on the issue. 

Czolij said there is no need to go into detail on the 
issue, but to simply present the paper and ask the can- 
didate how he or she stands on its. A simple for or 
against will suffice, said Czolij. 

“If someone takes the interest to come in the morn- 
ing, present a paper, then come again a week later and 
ask for a reply, the candidate will then assume that there 
are a lot more people for whom this issue is of con- 
cern,” he said. 

Czolij recently visited Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nities in Hamilton, Edmonton Montreal and St. 
Catherines to inform them about the work and future 
plans of the UCC. 

He raised the following issues: the 217 Triennial Con- 
gress of Ukrainian Canadians, federal elections in 
Canada, presidential elections in Ukraine, Canadian 


issues across 


citizenship, current denaturalization and deportation 
policy, immigration, internment of Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans, recognition of the Famine/Genocide of 1932-33, 
the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, 
multiculturalism, community sessions of the Vision 
Quest Committee, Forum on human trafficking, Cana- 
dian-Ukrainian relations and Radio Canada Interna- 
tional broadcasts. 

On citizenship he noted that the UCC has made sev- 
eral recommendations to the Parliamentary Commit- 
tee on Citizenship and Immigration including: 

» To guarantee naturalized Canadians access to full 
legal procedures in revocation of citizenship cases in- 
cluding full appeal process; 

¢ To include a high standard of evidence in citizen- 
ship cases namely “beyond a reasonable doubt” instead 
of the current “balance of probabilities”; 

» Limit the period during which a person’s citizen- 
ship can be revoked to five years after obtaining citi- 
zenship. 

On immigration the UCC has proposed that: 

» Educational criteria be based upon equivalency of 
degrees, rather than years of education; 

The financial requirements for immigration not be 
raised; 

e That applicants be given maximum points when- 
ever they have community support in Canada. 

Czolij also noted a recent study conducted by Pro- 
fessors Vesevolod Isajiw and Viktor Satsev, with Eu- 


gene Duvalko, which found that after 3.5 years in 


Canada, 89 per cent of immigrants from Ukraine had 
full time work and 22 per cent were homeowners. 


Speaking about the upcoming triennial congress in Oc- Boe 


tober, Czolij said he will not be standing for reelection. 


Conservative Party supports redress 


(UkrNews/UCCLA)—The newly formed Conserva- 
tive Party of Canada has staked out "ап inclusive and 
progressive position on righting historical injustices,” 
says the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Associa- 
tion. 

In an April 5 press release, UCCLA stated that fol- 
lowing recent consultations between the party’s leader, 
Stephen Harper, and his colleagues, Peter MacKay and 
Inky Mark, the party issued the following statement: 

“Heritage Redress: The Conservative Party of Canada 
will recognize and resolve the outstanding redress is- 
sues of the Ukrainian Canadian community and the 
Chinese Canadian community.” 

Speaking for the UCCLA, Dr Lubomyr Luciuk, its 
director of research, said: 

“This is a remarkable development, confirming as it 
does that this is a new party with a commitment to so- 
cial justice. Mr Harper has demonstrated his personal 
support for righting historical injustices, listening to 
Mr Mark and Mr MacKay, both of whom have cham- 
pioned an honourable and timely resolution of the 
Ukrainian and Chinese Canadian communities’ legiti- 
mate requests for recognition and reconciliation. While 
we will, of course, want to further explore how the Con- 
servative Party of Canada would want to see these mat- 
ters resolved, Mr Mark’s private member’s bill, Bill С 
331, the Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act, would 


be a good model for a settlement. UCCLA is, of course, 
non-partisan, but our view is that it is now up to the 
Liberal Party of Canada and the government to move 
forward from where we left off in November 2003, 
when the negotiations with the Minister of Canadian 
Heritage, Sheila Copps, were undermined by individu- 
als in the bureaucracy, despite many months of hard 
work by all concerned, especially the former minister. 
In the coming federal election the redress issue will be 
of particular importance to members of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community and might well make a differ- 
ence in several ridings, both in Ontario and in Western 
Canada. The same is true among Chinese Canadians, 
who have their own redress issue yet to be honourably 
resolved. We will soon be speaking with our fellow 
Chinese Canadians to determine how we might work 
together to see justice done. The politicians who truly 
work for our communities will themselves be recog- 
nized, where it counts the most, at the ballot box. That 
is the only way to finally bring closure to these out- 
standing issues.” 

This is not the first time the Official Opposition has 
promised to act on redress prior to a federal election 
campaign. In 1993 former Prime Minister (then Oppo- 
sition Leader) Jean Chretien, pledged in a letter to act 
on the redress issue, but never delivered upon the prom- 
ise during his 10 years as prime minister. 


3 
Ottawa allowed to appeal 


ruling in Oberlander case 


The federal government will be allowed to appeal a controversial Tuling 
in the Helmut Oberlander case, reports the Canadian Press. 

Oberlander, 80, won approval from an Ontario Superior Court judge 
early this year to argue that his constitutional rights were violated when 
Canada targeted him for deportation. 

But in a decision April 8, another judge granted the federal government 
leave to appeal that ruling by Justice Robert Reilly. 

Oberlander, a retired Waterloo, Ont., developer and an ethnic German 
from Ukraine, was stripped of his citizenship by the federal cabinet in 
2001 after a court found he lied about his service as an interpreter when he 
emigrated from Germany in 1954. 

That paved the way for his deportation, but the case, which has already 
dragged on for more than nine years, has bogged down in a complicated 
series of legal challenges, arguments and appeals. 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
- counselling and advice 
¢ information, referral 
» translation and interpretation 
° assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
» parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Courtesy Car * Senior Citizen Discounts » Pre-Need Arrangements 
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Beautiful Jacuzzi Rooms 

Fully Accessible Rooms 

Free High Speed Internet Access 

Free local calls, coffee and parking 

Fitness Centre 
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11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 
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Українського громадянина 
звинувачено у вбивстві 
польського подружжя 


Володимир Павлів, Радіо Свобода 

Районний суд польського міста Гарволін 
днями продовжив ще на три місяці тимча-- 
совий арешт українського громадянина 
Миколи Яручика, якого звинувачено у 
вбивстві польського подружжя. У діях 
польського суду теоретично немає нічого 
особливого. Але родина та захисник Apy— 
чика твердять, що проти підозрюваного 
українця практично немає ніяких доказів, 
окрім того, що на нього вказав польський 
громадянин, участь котрого у цьому зло-- 
чині уже встановлено. 

Мешканець Волинської області Яручик 
до Польщі їздив часто. Останнім часом 
займався тим, що перевозив із Польщі в 
Україну на продаж запчастини до сільсько - 
господарських машин. Приїхавши вкотре 
до Польщі у грудні минулого року від 
знайомого дізнався, що його розшукує 
поліція за підозрою у вбивстві польського 
подружжя. Переконаний у своїй невинності 
Яручик сам звернувся до польської поліції, 
щоб вияснити непорозуміння. Однак його 
одразу затримали 1 ув'язнили тимчасово на 
три місяці для з'ясування справи. За цей 
час виявилося, що на його особу вказав 
знайомий громадянин Польщі, котрого 
було затримано за участь у цьому вбивстві. 

Як твердить дружина Яручика, її чоловік 
приїхав до Польщі лише через кілька днів 
після скоєння приписуваного йому злочину, 
про що свідчать штампи прикордонних 
служб у його паспорті. Лариса Яручик 
також твердить, що прокуратура вже BCTa— 
новила, що Микола Яручик у своєму авто- 
мобілі не перевозив тіл вбитого польського 
подружжя, що йому інкримінувалося 
спочатку, і тому дружині дозволили забрати 
автомобіль чоловіка. Щі та інші аргументи 
української сторони, котрі можуть 
свідчити про безпідставність затримання 
українського громадянина, нам, однак, 
відмовився підтвердити чи спростувати 


СЛАВНІ 
ТРА 


районний прокурор у Гарволіні Вєслав 
Ожеховокі: "Поки триває розслідування, я 
не можу розповідати про формальні 
підстави, чому було продовжено арешт. Ви 
ж розумієте, що це не тільки моє рішення, 
а рішення Районного суду, Окружного суду, 
атакож груп тих людей, котрі ці документи 
читали і писали. А це акти не на якихось 
200 сторінок, а більш, ніж на тисячу сторі - 
нок. І тому я не можу вам зараз розповідати 
чи є ці чи інші підстави. Я не можу відкрити 
службову таємницю. Ви ж самі розумієте 
- це справа не про петрушку, а про подвійне 
убивство?" 

Справа дійсно "не про петрушку», а про 
людські долі. І тому до уваги потрібно 
брати не лише трагічну долю жертв цього 
злочину, але й долю затриманого, вину 
котрого ще не доведено. Занепокоєння 
родини підозрюваного, а також представ-- 
ників українського посольства у Варшаві 
викликає й те, що прокуратура уникає 
відповідей на питання, для встановлення 
яких ще доказів вини Миколи Яручика його 
арешт було необхідно продовжувати ще на 
три місяці 1 чому адвоката йому призначено 
тільки у березні, через більш, ніж три 
місяці після затримання. 

Занепокоєність української сторони була 
© невмотивованою, якби не траплялося у 
минулому прикрих прецендентів. Hanpu— 
кінці минулого року "Свобода" розповіла 
про тимчасовий арешт 11-ти українських 
заробітчан у Варшаві, які несвідомо взя-- 
лися вантажити крадений товар. Тимчасо-- 
вий арешт у їхньому випадку тривав майже 
рік. 

В результаті вини цих людей доведено не 
було, а звільнили їх до закінчення проце-- 
су при умові, що вони не скаржитимуться 
і виїдуть з Польщі. Так "Свободі" пояснили 
самі звільнені українці, котрі прийшли до 
посольства, щоб отримати тимчасові доку-- 
менти для повернення на батьківщину. 


МКПАРМІАМ AIRLINE 


www.aerosvit.com 
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Радник США вважає, що Україна 
досягла значних успіхів у 
боротьбі із работоргівлею 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

Старший радник з питань торгівлі 
людьми при заступнику держсекретаря 
США Лора Ледерер, яка перебувала з 
візитом у Києві 8-го квітня, вважає, що в 
Україні зроблено чимало для боротьби з 
таким ганебним явищем, як продаж людей, 
зокрема жінок, у сексуальне рабство. Але 
цю роботу слід продовжити. 

На прес-конференції Ледерер журналіс- 
там роздали матеріали про проблему Top— 
гівлі людьми в Україні. Серед іншого там 
наводилися і такі дані. Останні дослід- 
ження, проведені фондом "Демократичні 
ініціативи" та Київським міжнародним 
інститутом соціології показали, що кожен 
третій громадянин України хотів би еміг- 
рувати в іншу країну. А Центр економічних 
та політичних досліджень імені Олександра 
Разумкова повідомив, що понад 70 96 
старшокласників середніх шкіл не бачать 
своєї перспективи в Україні. 

Тим часом чимало жінок, які шукають 
роботу за кордоном, потрапляють до уваги 
злочинців 1 стають "живим товаром". За 
минулі 5 років в Україні порушено понад 
600 кримінальних справ за фактами тор-- 
гівлі людьми. За словами Ледерер, останнім 
часом Україна робить чимало для запо-- 
бігання цьому ганебному явищу: 


"Зрозуміло, що Україна зробила великий 
поступ у боротьбі з таким злом як торгівля 
людьми. 1998 року було ухвалений закон, 
який встановив за це кримінальну відпо-- 
відальність. 2003-го року 41 справа слуха-- 
лась в українських судах, і дев'ятьох тор- 
гівців людьми було засуджено. Поліпшили 
роботу в цій царині й українські прикор-- 
донники та правоохоронці. Україна може 
похвалитися успіхами щодо створення 
притулків для жертв работоргівлі". 

Ледерер також повідомила, що в США 
новий закон про допомогу потерпілим від 
торгівлі людьми передбачає покарання від 
20 років позбавлення волі до довічного 
ув'язнення. Тобто, злочинцям подано сиг-- 
нал: работоргівля карається так само, як і 
незаконний продаж наркотиків чи зброї. 

"Слід прийняти поправки до деяких 
законів, щоб гармонізувати нормативну 
базу згідно з міжнародними стандартами. 
Ми також сподіваємось, що Україна надалі 
зможе краще співпрацювати із сусідніми 
державами. Адже торгівці людьми не 3Ha— 
ють кордонів, вони не знають релігійних, 
культурних, мовних чи інших бар'єрів. І 
тому вкрай необхідно знайти шляхи покра-- 
щення співпраці на транскордонному та 
міжнародному рівні для боротьби з міжна-- 
родною злочинністю", підкреслила Ледерер. 


СКУ невдоволений законом про 
статус закордонного українця 


Михайло Мигалисько, Радіо Свобода 

Недавно Президент України Леонід Куч-- 
ма підписав закон "Про правовий статус 
закордонних українців", який після вось- 
мирічних обговорень Верховна Рада yxBa— 
лила 3-го березня. Документ набуває чин- 
ності через шість місяців від дня його omyO— 
лікування, однак він викликав незадово- 
лення в деяких колах української діаспори. 

Президент Світового Конгресу Українців 
- Аскольд Лозинський в інтерв'ю радіо 
"Свобода" сказав, що закон про статус за- 
кордонного українця не задовольняє пот-- 
реби українців, які живуть в діаспорі. 
Різниця між іноземцем не українського по-- 
ходження та іноземним громадянином, який 
отримає статус закордонного українця зво-- 
диться до того, що цей останній отримає 
безкоштовну візу. Світовий Конгрес Укра- 
їнців висловив подяку за це владі в Україні, 
однак вважає, що «ухвалений закон є 
втраченою нагодою, щоб зблизити україн-- 
ців з Україною». 

«Фактично цей варіант закону, який був 
ухвалений, вказує на те, що політично між 


владними структурами в Україні й діас- 
порою бракує довір'я. Тобто, що відносини 
фактично не є такими, якими ми хотіли б 
їх бачити. Це шкода. Тому що ми вважаємо, 
що діаспора є, 1 я думаю, що Україна й 
евентуально погодиться з тим положенням, 
що діаспора є частиною того народу. Поки 
що ті, хто є при владі в Україні (я маю на 
увазі не лище президентські кола, а також 
національно- демократичні сили), що серед 
них є певна доза, мені здається, недовір'я 
до діаспори» - сказав радіо "Свобода" 
президент СКУ Аскольд Лозинський. 

З ухваленого минулого листопада закону, 
після накладення вето та внесення поправок 
Президентом, Верховна Рада зняла поло-- 
ження про те, що закордонний українець є 
«невід'ємною частиною українського Ha— 
роду». Президент i Верховна Рада України 
вважають, що таке визначення суперечить 
Конституції. Однак Лозинський вважає, що 
недоречно говорити про антиконститу-- 
ційність цього питання, оскільки Кон- 
ституція України взагалі не згадує закор-- 
донних українців. 


Анти-русинський вандалізм в Сербії 


Михайло Рамач, Радіо Свобода 

В сербському краю Воєводина, а саме в 
містечку Дюрдево неподалік Нового Cana, 
невідомі зробили націоналістичні графіті 
й розбили вікна на будинку Культурно- 
мистецького товариства імені Тараса Шев- 
ченка та на кількох русинських хатах. 

Автори графіті, як повідомляє русинсь- 
комовна газета "Руське слово", погрожу- 
ють русинам і вимагають їхнього виселення 
із Сербії. В цьому ж містечку (по-русинсь- 
ки його називають Дюрдьов) група хуліга-- 
нів побила кількох підлітків-русинів. Пар-- 
ламент Воєводини засудив цей та інші 
націоналістичні інциденти, що сталися при 
кінці березня, й звернувся до Міністерства 
внутрішніх справ Сербії з вимогою про- 
вести слідство та вжити серйозних заходів 
стосовно нападників. 

Русини в Сербії - нащадки переселенців 
із Закарпаття, які туди прибули 250 років 
тому. Разом з назвою, вони зберегли й свою 
архаїчну мову. Згідно з офіційними даними, 
у Воєводині наразі є близько 15 тисяч ру-- 
синів. (Прим. Ред. УВ: Русини в Сербії 
вважають себе окремою національністю 
від українців, до яких належать нащадки 
переселенців із Галичини, які прибули 100 
років тому.) 

Преса нагадує, що в Суботіці, регіональ-- 


ному центрі неподалік угорського кордону, 
невідомі зруйнували майже сто надгробків 
на католицькому кладовищі. В м. Бачка 
Паланка, також у Воєводині невідомі пош- 
кодили будинки Словацького дому та Сло-- 
вацької євангелістської церкви. 

У краю Воєводина національні меншини 
становлять близько однієї третини населен-- 
ня. Останнім часом туди прибуло чимало 
сербів з інших республік колишньої Юго-- 
славії та з Косова. Окремі з них неприязно, 
а то й ворожо ставляться до нацменшин. 

На думку оглядачів, згадані інциденти 
пов'язані із ситуацією у Косові. Сербські 
екстремісти таким чином, так би мовити, 
мстяться за страждання косовських сербів. 
Прем'єр Коштуниця заявляє, що в Косові 
неможливе мирне співжиття сербів та 
албанців. А сербські шовіністи додають, що 
таке співжиття неможливе і в інших 
регіонах Сербії. 

Про згадані інциденти ЗМІ повідомили 
із запізненням. Справа в тому, що місцеве 
населення боїться звертатися за допомогою 
до поліції, оскільки переважна більшість 
співробітників МВС за національністю 
серби. В минулому часто траплялося, що 
поліція не вживала заходів проти сербських 
екстремістів, які викликали міжетнічні 
інциденти. 
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Opposition wins battle | Pro-government lawmakers 
over constitution 


Cont. from P. 1 
changes. A member of his party, Ihor Shurma, 
on April 9 blamed the failure on what he called 
self-serving members of parliament. 

“We have the sort of government that the 
Ukrainian people deserve, we have the sort 
of government with the sort of legislature that 
the Ukrainian people deserve. We have the 
sort of situation with political reforms that the 
Ukrainian people deserve,” Medvechuk said. 

Mykola Onyshchuk is a member of another 
pro-government party, the Party of Working 
Ukraine, Industrialists, and Entrepreneurs. 
Five of its 42 members abstained in the vote. 
Onyshchuk admits he was surprised by the 
behavior of some of his colleagues, but says 
he hopes there will be further attempts to 
change the constitution. 

“One shouldn’t over-dramatize what has 
happened,” he says. “The majority is a col- 
lection of parties and each has its own politi- 
cal priorities and different ways of maintain- 
ing discipline.” 

Opposition Deputy Yarolsav Kendzior from 
the Our Ukraine bloc says government sug- 
gestions that the vote was conducted improp- 
erly are wrong and reflect their desperation 
at the defeat. 

“In my opinion, everything that happened 
occurred properly,” he said. “It was a big po- 
litical defeat for a big political adventure. This 


big, all-Ukrainian lie which was being trum- 
peted for many months by all the mass media 
and really it had just one objective — to pro- 
long the existence of those business and po- 
litical clans in the current government for an 
indefinite period.” 

Many in the opposition believe the result 
could divide the already fragile majority. 
Onyshchuk disagrees. 

“As to what will happen with the majority 
— we'll see. I don’t think something drastic 
will happen tomorrow; the political factions 
and parties were created on certain founda- 
tions. I think the most important thing for 
Ukraine today is to maintain stability and for 
this situation not to lead to the worsening or 
restriction of democratic institutes,” 
Onyshchuk said. 

Kendzior, however, thinks the April 8 vote 
will create big cracks in the majority. 

“The most important thing is that the de- 
feat of this operation is the beginning of the 
disintegration of this majority. Believe me, I 
know them — I speak with a lot of deputies 
from different parties in the majority. In re- 
cent times they were using their remaining 
strength, their last strength, to keep together. 
[The] financial and administrative resources 
that were thrown into trying to ensure 300 
votes and a government win have collapsed,” 
Kendzior said. 


Ukrainian political situation in chaotic 
state following constitutional vote 


(Inside Ukraine Newsletter)—The long 
Easter weekend seems to have brought little 
more in the way of clarity to the political situ- 
ation in Ukraine that resulted from the failure 
on April 8 of the constitutional reform amend- 
ments to gain enough votes for approval. 
While the road ahead seems no clearer — and 
that situation may obtain for quite some time 
— information from a variety of parliamen- 
tary and administration sources has begun to 
at least clarify the set of circumstances that 
led to the result they did not expect. 

Reports indicate that most of the major pro- 
presidential players involved began April 8 
with very high expectations that before the 
sun set that day the president would have got- 
ten the 300 votes he needed to gain a quali- 
fied constitutional majority for the amend- 
ment package that would strip the office of 
the president of much of its power and, at least 
in theory, allow him to continue to rule or 
strongly influence the rule of the country 
through a strengthened Verkhovna Rada. 

There are widespread reports that the ex- 
pectations came asunder in day-long ex- 
tremely heated and frantic negotiations be- 
tween top administration figures, including 
the president, and highly placed figures in the 
Rada over specific concessions that were to 
be traded for positive votes on the reform 
package. Those asking for commitment on 
certain issues saw this as possibly the last 
opportunity they might ever have to gain the 
advantages they wanted and were unwilling 
to compromise without gaining president as- 
sent to their desires. 

Also, the successful insistence by Socialist 
faction head Oleksandr Moroz that the re- 
forms must carry a further amendment delay- 
ing their implementation until after the presi- 
dential elections was thought to have played 
a significant role in the lower vote count for 
the reforms. 

In addition to those negotiations in which 
Viktor Medvedchuk was involved, there are 
unconfirmed rumors that the president him- 
self was involved directly or indirectly with 
negotiations with Viktor Yushchenko’s “Our 
Ukraine’ faction on an agreement that could 
have tipped the presidential election toward 
Yushchenko, while at the same time meeting 
some of Kuchma’s need for peaceful and un- 
fettered retirement. 

In fact, some Moscow news outlets have 
alleged since April 8 that there was a Kuchma- 
Yushchenko deal. However, neither side will 


confirm such a deal and the evidence suggests 
that such a deal was not concluded. 

What is clear is that the Yushchenko forces 
have good grounds for their charges that the 
pro-presidential forces have concealed some- 
thing like 10 billion hryvnia in the 2004 bud- 
get that could be available to support either a 
Kuchma campaign or the campaign of some- 
one who would have Kuchma’s political 
blessings. 

So far the unknowns seem to far outweigh 
the known factors in the developing political 
equation in regard to the presidential race. 
However, some things appear certain. 

First, there is a consensus that the constitu- 
tional reforms as contained in the package 
voted on April 8 are dead for this session of 
the Rada. No one expects the Social Demo- 
crat claims of an improperly operation of the 
electronic voting system or any other such 
stratagem to be successful. Some matters that 
require only a simple majority of 226 votes 
in favor will need to be dealt with in order to 
complete election preparations. However, the 
major rules and procedures concerning the 
presidential vote are expected to be un- 
changed. 

Secondly, if there can be said to be a recog- 
nizable winner of the vote, it was probably 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych who now 
has the added incentive for running a strong 
campaign because he knows that the powers 
of the presidential office will not have been 
decimated by the reform amendments. 

Finally, the depths to which Ukraine’s ma- 
jor national media have fallen has been aptly 
demonstrated by the confusion following the 
reform vote. All major outlets, particularly 
television, have been remarkably silent on the 
issue since they seem to have no clear instruc- 
tions from a somewhat dispirited and con- 
fused presidential administration. Coming to 
conclusions and opinions without presiden- 
tial guidance seems to be a skill that the com- 
placent major media has lost, at least for the 
time being. 

One newspaper, Kievskiy Telegraf, alleges 
that on after the reform vote, several of the 
members of the Donetsk-oriented Regions of 

Ukraine faction were heard ordering their as- 
sistants to make reservations at some of Kyiv’s 
most luxurious restaurants for very lavish 
meals, apparently feeling that the failed re- 
form amendment vote was very good news 
for the future of Donetsk and the putative 
Donetsk standard bearer. 5 


suggest repeat vote 


(RFE/RL)—Speaking on Inter Television 
in the evening of April 8, Stepan Havrysh said 
the Verkhovna Rada will hold a repeat vote 
on the constitutional reforms since, he argued, 
lawmakers voted not for bill No. 4105, which 
provided for these reforms, but for unregis- 
tered bill No. 1674-4, which was announced 
by speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn before the vote. 

To support his argument, Havrysh quoted 
a relevant passage from the official minutes 
of the session that actually mentioned Lytvyn 
proposing bill No. 1674-4 for the vote. 

However, Verkhovna Rada staff told jour- 
nalists on April 9 that Lytvyn proposed the 
right bill for the vote, UNIAN reported. 

According to the staff members, the num- 


bers 4105 and 1674-4 refer to the same piece 
of legislation — under the first the constitu- 
tional-reform bill is registered with the 
Verkhovna Rada, under the second it is regis- 
tered with the Justice Ministry. 

Meanwhile, pro-government coalition law- 
makers Mykola Hapochka and Nestor 
Shufrych told journalists on April 8 that the 
constitutional-reform bill may be submitted 
for another vote in a “different form,” follow- 
ing a “special resolution” of the legislature, 
Interfax reported. 

It is not clear when, if at all, the constitu- 
tional-reform bill will be tackled by the 
Verkhovna Rada again. 


Breakdown of the constitutional vote 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)—A 
total of 294 out of 307 members of parlia- 
ment registered in the session hall supported 
the bill [a two-thirds majority of 300 votes 
was needed]. 

The breakdown by faction looks as follows: 
Regions of Ukraine - 61 out of 68 MPs voted 
in favour of the bill, Communist Party - 58 
out of 59, Working Ukraine and Party of In- 
dustrialists and Entrepreneurs - 37 out of 42, 
United Social Democratic Party - all 38, So- 


cialist Party - 19 out of 20, People’s Power - 
17 out of 18, Agrarian Party - 15 out of 16, 
Democratic Initiatives - 16 out of 17, People’s 
Democratic Party - all 14, People’s Choice - 
13 out of 14, Six out of 24 unaffiliated MPs 
voted in favour of the bill. 

None out of 100 members of the opposi- 
tion faction Our Ukraine and none of the 21 
members of the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc 
voted in favour of the bill. 


Kuchma signs proportional election bill 


(RFE/RL)—President Kuchma told the 
constitutional-reform forum on April 2 that 
he has signed into law a bill mandating a fully 
proportional system of parliamentary elec- 
tions, Ukrainian media reported. 

The adoption of this bill was a sine qua non 
for the Communist Party and the Socialist 
Party to support the constitutional-reform bill 
along with the pro-government forces. 

«І signed the law on proportional elections 
today,” Kuchma said. “But parliamentary 
deputies have plenty of time to improve this 
law before the 2006 election campaign.” 

Kuchma said he previously opposed the 
idea of proportional elections, but added that 
the situation has changed since the time when 
Ukraine “did not really have any parties ex- 


cept the one we had inherited from the old 
times.” 

The previous day, Interfax reported that 
Verkhovna Rada speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn 
had forwarded the bill to Kuchma for ap- 
proval. Simultaneously, Lytvyn sent a list of 
sections of the bill that the legislature’s legal 
staff believes contravene the country’s con- 
stitution. 

April 5 Kuchma has signed into law a bill 
on presidential elections that was passed over- 
whelmingly by the Verkhovna Rada last 


month, Interfax reported. 

In particular, the bill reduces the presiden- 
tial-campaign period from 180 to 120 days 
and lowers the threshold for registering a can- 
didate from 1 million to 500,000 signatures. 


Ukraine Credit Union Strengthening Program 
funded by the Canadian International Development Agency and Managed by 
Canadian Co-operative Association in partnership with Council of Ukrainian Credit Unions of Canada 


JOB POSTING: CANADIAN ADVISOR IN UKRAINE 


The Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) and the Council of Ukrainian Credit Unions of Canada (CUCUC) 
have an exciting opportunity for a self-motivated individual with a strong knowledge of Canada’s credit union | 
system. У our innovative ideas, ability to engage in multi-stakeholder consensus building and visionary leadership 
are necessary prerequisites for this challenging position to facilitate the development of the Ukrainian credit union 


movement. 


DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 


The Ukrainian Credit Union Strengthening Program (UCUSP) seeks to support the process of reform in Ukraine by 
supporting a sustainable credit union movement through an autonomous network of community-based financial 


institutions, The program’ s planned outcomes are: 


e _ {ncreased number of viable credit unions with improved capacity to offer financial services 
¢  |mproved security for credit union members’ deposits and an increased institutional capacity of the movement 


to protect those deposits 


з Increased capacity of the Ukrainian National Association of Savings and Credit Unions (UNASCU) to serve 
the needs of its affiliate credit unions and to represent the credit union movement. 


Y our key objective will be to implement the program in the field. You will be working closely with UNASCU in 
planning, budgeting, and advancing the work plan. The position also entails managing the field office, co-ordination 


with local and Canadian technical assistance, and preparing reports, The position is full-time, based in Kyiv, 


Ukraine. 


REQUIREMENTS: 
Experience in credit union operations and development. 


A degree in business administration, or equivalent experience. 


Experience in multi-stakeholder consensus building 


Demonstrated competence in financial management and reporting. 

Demonstrated competence in areas of project management, personnel management, human resource 
development, planning, team building and business administration. й 

Ability to speak, read and write English fluently and ability to speak and read Ukrainian fluently. 
Familiarity with the present culture and changes occurring in Ukraine. 

Excellent communication, interpersonal and cross-cultural skills. eager, 

Ability to rdate to audiences including international organizations, education institutions and governments. 
Ability to work effectively as part of a team, both аз a leader and аз а group member. 

Excellent command of the Microsoft Package and computer accounting programs. 

Demonstrated good judgment and a high level of autonomy and capacity to adapt. 


BENEFITS PACKAGE: 
Full employee benefits will be part of the package. 


Email submissions are encouraged. Interested candidates sho 


Kathleen Speake, Region Director 
anadian Co-operative Association 

275 Bank Street, Suite 400. 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K2P 216 

Fax: (613) 567-0658 


ціа send resumes by May 7, 2004 to: 
Olha Zawerucha-Swyntuch, President 

‘ouncil of Ukrainian Credit Unions of Canada 
12280 Bloor Street West 

oronto, Ontario 


e-mail ucudap @sympatico.ca 
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Utilizing "реоріе power” 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress National President Eugene Czolij has 
come up with a unique idea about getting the Ukrainian Canadian 
community’s positions across to politicians. 

The idea, which he has expressed at several meetings with Ukrainian 
communities across Canada, goes basically like this. 

A group of about 50 people in each city (or in each constituency, if 
possible) will organize so that each one takes one policy paper of the UCC 
and presents in person to each of the candidates in his or her riding. The 
candidate will be told that the position of the UCC also reflects the posi- 
tion of the person bringing in the paper. The candidate will then be told 
that the person bringing in the paper will call him or her in a week to ask 
how he or she stands on this issue. The idea is that since the person took 
the time and trouble to bring it in personally and inquire about the 
candidate’s own position on the issue, the candidate will assume that there 
are a lot more voters out there that have the same concerns. 

In this way the community can use a very valuable resource it has — 
namely people. 

This idea has considerable merit and should be followed up within the 
community. The constituent organizations of the UCC should encourage 
their members to carry out this plan. It doesn’t require any sums of money, 
just a bit of time. And it could go a long way towards raising awareness of 
our community’s issues in this upcoming election campaign. 

And our community certainly has a number of issues which need to be 
addressed. One is the issue of denaturalization and deportation — which 
is nothing but a blatant assault on the civil liberties of our senior citizens. 
It is important to note that when this policy was announced, the govern- 
ment stated: “The key criterion in all these proceedings is the existence of 
some evidence of individual criminality. If that cannot be proven, no pro- 
ceedings will be considered.” As no charges of any individual criminality 
are being brought forward in any of the Statements of Claim issued against 
Canadians of Ukrainian and other Eastern European origin, this guideline 
has obviously been ignored by the Justice Department officials who are 
trying to justify their existence by chasing after innocent victims. It also 
means the whole business of “alleged Nazi war criminals” is nothing but 
а red herring used by these same officials. The case should also be made 
that KGB evidence is being used here and that fact has been admitted by 
the Canadian government. The use of KGB evidence goes a long way in 
explaining why all these individuals come from Ukraine or other parts of 
Eastern Europe. 

At the same time we have to press for changes in the citizenship act 
which will prevent such travesties of justice from occurring in the future. 

Another critical issue is immigration. Our community has a well-devel- 
oped infrastructure that can both help new immigrants integrate into our 

society and encourage them to continue developing it. 

Relations with Ukraine are particularly important — especially as 
Ukraine stands before a crossroads in her own political development. This 
includes such matters as promoting democratic change in Ukraine, main- 
taining an effective trade office in Kyiv, approving a Ukrainian consulate 
in Western Canada, maintaining the Ukrainian-language service of Radio 
Canada International beyond the presidential elections and so on. 

The issue of redress for internment has been festering for over a decade 
and it is high time it was resolved. 

Similarly with multiculturalism, which should once again include lin- 
guistic and cultural retention as one of its objections — as it did when the 
policy was first announced in the 1970s. 

There is no shortage of issues. The question is whether the community 
will rise up to the challenge and use its “people power” to raise public 
awareness of these issues. 


The Great 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, April 14 - 27, 2004, 14 - 27 квітня, 2004 


Ukrainian 


Canadian Diaspora Debate 


University of Toronto Professor Taras Kuzio started a controversy in Ukrainian Canadian academic circles 
when he wrote an op-ed piece for the Kyiv Post entitled “Myths about Canada’s Ukrainian Diaspora’ . This 
prompted responses from other Canadian professors in areas falling under the banner of Ukrainian studies. 
Printed below is Dr. Кигіо'з original piece. On the next page are responses from Dr. David Marples of the 
University of Alberta (originally written as a letter to the Kyiv Post) and Dr. Dennis Hlynka of the University of 


Manitoba. 


Myths about Canada’s Ukrainian Diaspora 


By Taras Kuzio, Kyiv Post, Kyiv, April 7, 2004 

Both Diaspora groups like the Canada-based World 
Congress of Ukrainians and the Ukrainian Presidential 
Administration kid themselves about the former’s in- 
fluence. 

In Canada, for example, while Ukrainians have sig- 
nificant influence at the local level (they’re still pow- 
erful in Toronto and the prairie provinces), they have 
minimal influence federally. Yet Ukrainian-Canadians 
continue to believe they’re an influential force in 
Canada, and their self-image is still widely accepted 
abroad. But surely, where a country such as Canada is 
interested in Ukraine, it’s for geopolitical and strategic 
reasons, not because of the Diaspora’s pull. 

The myth of influence is probably the biggest one 
in the Diaspora, and it can be examined by dividing 
the question into several components. 

First, there’s the media. 

Generally, the Canadian media is uninterested in 
Ukraine. The national English-language media, based 
in Toronto, (the Globe and Mail, the Toronto Star, the 
National Post) rarely publish feature material about 
Ukraine, whether editorials, feature articles or commen- 
tary pieces. I cannot recall a single instance when a 
former high-ranking Canadian government minister 
wrote an opinion piece on Ukraine in a Canadian news- 
paper in the manner in which former U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine K. Albright did in the New York Times 
of March 8, 2004. In three years in Canada I have pub- 
lished one opinion piece in the Globe and Mail; usu- 
ally when I’ve offered my ideas or articles, they’ve been 
met by widespread disinterest. 

In contrast to the U.S. and British media, the Cana- 
dian media didn’t put correspondents in Kyiv after 
Ukraine gained independence. In the 1990s the five 
British quality newspapers (the Times, the Independent, 
the Guardian, the Daily Telegraph, the Financial Times) 
and the Economist magazine all had Kyiv stringers. 
The Washington Post, Washington Times and Los An- 
geles Times did, too. 

What about the Canadian media? Compare the pau- 
city of information on Ukraine published in the Cana- 
dian media with the huge volume of it that has appeared 
in the U.S. 

Which raises the question: Why couldn’t Canada’s 
Diaspora help fund young journalists to work as Kyiv 
stringers for the Toronto press? 

Another part of the myth has to do with business 
relationships. 

Canadian business links to Ukraine are few; Canada 
doesn’t even feature among the leading foreign inves- 
tors in Ukraine. For the record, Ukraine’s seven top 
foreign investors in order of size are the U.S., Britain, 
the Virgin Islands, the Netherlands, Germany, Russia, 
and Switzerland. 

An institution to promote business ties between 
Canada and Ukraine did exist in the 1990s, but it has 
long been closed. Chambers of commerce lobbying for 
business links with Ukraine still exist in London and 
Washington DC. One wonders why the Canadian ver- 
sion vanished. 

In Canadian academia, meanwhile, there have been 
three problems regarding Ukraine. 

First, there’s been a general disinterest in contempo- 
rary Ukraine, at the same time as there’s been too much 
concentration on culture, Ukrainian history and Ukrai- 
nian Canadian history. This focus on non-political is- 
sues indirectly influences how the Ukrainian-Canadian 
Diaspora views Ukraine, because issues of contempo- 
rary political science get subordinated to issues like 
language, for example. 

This is as true of the main academic body in Cana- 
dian academia, the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS), as it is of supporting institutions in the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community. In Canadian univer- 
sities, the CIUS has preferred supporting teaching fel- 
lowships in Ukrainian art to financing courses on 
contemporary Ukraine. 

There is widespread disinterest in contemporary 
Ukrainian issues in institutions such as the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society (NTScH) and the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Businesspersons Association (UPBA). Un- 
til the 1980s the UPBA was heavily involved in con- 
temporary Ukrainian issues, helping raise funds for the 
Ukrainian Studies chair at the University of Toronto. 


Since the 1990s its interest in political topics has 
dwindled, and today its primary focus is on organizing 
social events for its members. 

There is no Ukrainian lobby in Ottawa. Incredibly, 
the headquarters of the Canadian Ukrainian Congress 
are in Winnipeg, which is a three-hour flight from the 
Canadian capital. That’s like putting a group meant to 
lobby the Rada in Paris. Ottawa has no equivalents to 
the Washington Group of Ukrainian-American Profes- 
sionals. 

Second, Canada has only two academic centres de- 
voted to post-Soviet affairs: one at Carleton Univer- 
sity in Ottawa and the other at the University of Toronto. 
Of these two, the Centre for Russian and East Euro- 
pean Studies (CREES) at the University of Toronto is 
the more influential and active in contemporary Ukrai- 
nian studies. 

At CREES, Ukrainian studies since 2001 have been 
funded by two private foundations. The Petro Jacyk 
Foundation helps fund visiting fellows from Ukraine 
and seminars and conferences on contemporary 
Ukraine. 

The Wolodymyr George Danyliw Foundation funds 
an annual lecture series and a political science course 
on Ukraine. The course, now in its second year, is taught 
by myself and represents the only political science 
course on Ukraine in the whole of Canada. It attracts 
an average of 20 undergraduate and graduate students. 

Ukrainian Canadians are usually stunned to find out 
that there is only one course on contemporary Ukraine 
offered in Canada. Many are equally surprised that 
CIUS does not exhibit any interest in this field, espe- 
cially as there is a demand. 

How does this affect Diaspora views of contempo- 
tary Ukraine? No courses on contemporary Ukraine 
mean there are no students entering graduate programs 
in that field. No PhD students mean that no political 
scientists specializing in Ukraine apply for professor- 
ships in Canadian political science departments. No 
political scientists with an interest in Ukraine mean 
there are no courses being taught in that area, and no 
academics writing articles about contemporary Ukraine 
or being interviewed by the media about it. This also 
means that the Canadian government lacks experts to 
consult in formulating its policies towards Ukraine. 

Third, there’s limited federal government support. 
The Canadian government has either not been lobbied 
by Ukrainian Canadians or is itself uninterested in fund- 
ing academic positions in contemporary Ukrainian stud- 
ies. By comparison, in Britain, which has a minimally 
influential and relatively small Ukrainian community 
of 30,000, the government funded the creation of four 
tenured political science positions on Ukraine in 1996- 
1999 (at Birmingham and Essex Universities, Univer- 
sity College London, and the London School of Eco- 
nomics). 

Canada’s one million Ukrainians have obtained no 
government support for any single academic positions 
on contemporary Ukraine. Canada has only one ten- 
ured position in political science in Ukraine (at the 
University of Ottawa), funded by a private endowment. 

Canadian academics are rarely brought to Ottawa for 
policy seminars on Ukraine and the CIS. In the U.S., 
such seminars are held many times a year, and the gov- 
ernment provides funding for post-Soviet research (for 
example, at the National Council for Eurasian and East 
European Research). 

In Canada, the action is in Toronto and Ottawa. That 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress has a head office in 
Winnipeg shows to what degree Ukrainian-Canadians 
are stuck in the last century. 

It is also unclear why the World Congress of Ukrai- 
nians continues to be based in Toronto. This was logi- 
cal during the Cold War, when the Canadian Diaspora 
was both important and influential. But today it no 
longer is. The action today is in Washington DC (the 
IMF, the World Bank and the WTO), New York (the 
UN) and Brussels (NATO, the EU). 

Maybe it’s time to contemplate a geographic move, 
to accompany the Canadian Diaspora’s psychological 
shift from the 19th into the 21st century. 


Dr. Taras Kuzio is Resident Fellow, Center for Russian 
and East European Studies and Adjunct Professor, De- 
partment of Political Science, University of Toronto. 
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The myths of Kuzio’s expose] Celebrate Canadian identity 
and Ukrainian heritage | 


By David R. Marples 

I was surprised to read Taras Kuzio’s ar- 
ticle “Myths about Canada’s Ukrainian 
Diaspora”. Though I am not in a position to 
speak about matters involving the broader 
Ukrainian community, I would like to address 
in particular his comments in the section 
“Academic Inertia”. The opinions expressed 
below are my own and do not necessarily re- 
flect those of the Canadian Institute of Ukrai- 
nian Studies. 

Blindly, Kuzio leaps from one topic to an- 
other to create an impression that only in one 
Canadian city — Toronto — is there any se- 
rious interest in contemporary Ukraine. Even 
in Toronto, the reader would glean an impres- 
sion that there is very little outside the pro- 
gram run by Kuzio. 

One wonders whether he conducted any 
research for this article. How can one explain 
otherwise a statement like “Ukrainian-Cana- 
dians are usually stunned to find out that there 
is only one course on contemporary Ukraine 
offered in Canada.” They would be stunned, 
if only it were true! There have been regular 
courses at the University of Alberta, includ- 
ing one taught currently by Mykola Riabchuk 
in the Department of Modern Languages and 
Cultural Studies. I periodically offer gradu- 
ate seminars on contemporary Ukraine (in- 
cluding one to be offered in 2004-2005). 

Last year, the University of Ottawa ap- 
pointed as chair of Ukrainian studies a politi- 
cal scientist deeply involved with contempo- 
rary Ukrainian affairs: Dr. Dominique Arel. 
Dr. Arel teaches courses on comparative poli- 
tics with a significant focus on Ukraine at an 
institution that is often regarded as a reflec- 
tion of Canada as a bilingual entity, and that 
has close and regular links with the govern- 
ment of Canada. Dr. Arel is currently presi- 
dent of the Association for the Study of Na- 
tionalities, one of the most dynamic organi- 
zations in the western world and one that has 
given prime focus to Ukraine in recent years. 
He is the chief organizer of an annual confer- 
ence that regularly sees 7-10 entire panels de- 
voted to contemporary Ukraine. That such a 
breakthrough in the study of current Ukraine 
in Canada’s capital city could have escaped 
Dr. Kuzio’s notice is nothing short of aston- 
ishing. 

The University of Saskatchewan also of- 
fers courses on contemporary Ukraine, includ- 
ing one listed for 2003-04 and taught by Dr. 
Bohdan S. Kordan, POLST 343.3, Politics of 
Change, Society in Transition: Post-Soviet 
Ukraine 1/2(3L): "Ап examination of the рго- 
cess of institution-building in post-Soviet 
Ukraine, including the effects of political in- 
novations as well as those of social and eco- 
nomic policies.” Dr. Kordan is an active and 
prolific scholar and his university has long 
held an important exchange program with the 
University of Chernivtsi. Dr. Serhy 
Yekelchyk, a former associate of CIUS, 
teaches a course on modern Ukraine at the 
University of Victoria. The University of 
Manitoba’s Centre for Ukrainian Canadian 
Studies is currently offering a course on "Соу- 
emment, Politics, and Society in Ukraine.” 
Dr. Kuzio appears to be oblivious to what is 
happening in this country. 

There are several other scholars who work 
and/or teach on contemporary Ukraine out- 
side Toronto: one thinks, for example of Drs. 
Ivan Jaworsky at the University of Waterloo, 
Marta Dyczok of the University of Western 
Ontario, Stella Hryniuk at Manitoba, or 
Lubomyr Y. Luciuk, at the Royal Military 
College of Canada. Dr. Luciuk, a professor 
of political geography based in the depart- 
ments of politics and economics, is perhaps 
the quintessential scholar-turned-political ac- 
tivist and he was the initiator of the world- 
wide campaign to have The New York Times 
revoke the Pulitzer Prize it awarded in 1932 
to its Moscow correspondent, Walter Duranty. 
That campaign served to bring world atten- 
tion to the Ukrainian Famine-Holodomor of 
1932-33, which in turn placed similar focus 
on current Ukrainian politics. 

Returning to the U of A, CIUS has served 
as a magnet for foreign students wishing to 
pursue studies on Ukraine, including the post- 
Soviet era. Recently the general area of “East- 
ern Europe” was declared an area of excel- 
lence by the U of A, which cited in particular 


the focus on Ukraine and Ukrainian studies. 
Dr. John-Paul Himka and I currently super- 
vise some 25 graduate students (half of them 
in the PhD program), including people from 
Ukraine, Russia, Montenegro, Japan and other 
countries. Several are working on topics con- 
cerning post-1991 Ukraine. Last year, the 
CIUS Darcovich doctoral fellowship was 
awarded to Tetyana Narozhna of the Depart- 
ment of Political Science, U of A, who is writ- 
ing her thesis on foreign aid to Ukraine. 

CIUS has been devoted to contemporary 
Ukrainian issues for some time. The Stasiuk 
Program on Contemporary Ukraine is admit- 
tedly small. Nonetheless it has funded and/or 
hosted visitors from Ukraine working on cur- 
rent issues, most recently Oleksiy 
Omelyanchuk, a PhD candidate working on 
corruption in Ukraine at the Central European 
University; and Margrethe Sovik, a PhD stu- 
dent at the Baltic and East European Gradu- 
ate School in Stockholm, Sweden, who is 
writing a thesis on language issues in Ukraine. 
Its two present directions are the preparation 
of a monograph for the 20" anniversary of 
the Срогпобу! disaster апа a study of histori- 
cal memory in Ukraine that has a contempo- 
rary focus, including issues such as the rein- 
terpretation of the Famine-Holodomor of 
1932-33. 

The Stasiuk Program also sponsors an an- 
nual lecture on Ukraine at Cambridge Uni- 
versity, the purpose of which is to bring re- 
nowned scholars to Cambridge—a city eas- 
ily accessible to both the eastern seaboard of 
United States and Ukraine—to speak on con- 
temporary issues. In February 2004, the 
speaker was Yaroslav Hrytsak of the Univer- 
sity of Lviv. In 2003, the speaker was Profes- 
sor Roman Szporluk of Harvard University. 
The lectures in each cases attracted audiences 
of more than 70 people. Next year, Arel will 
speak on the results of the Ukrainian election 
campaign. 

The Stasiuk Program is but one component 
of the overall focus, however. The Journal of 
Ukrainian Studies, which is an integral part 
of CIUS, recently issued a double issue on 
contemporary Ukraine, the editor of which 
was a certain Taras Kuzio. Perhaps he has 
forgotten? Both in Edmonton and Toronto, 
CIUS has hosted guest lectures in their semi- 
nar series that have focused on contemporary 
political issues. Three years ago, the 
Edmonton series hosted a round-table on the 
“Kuchma-Gate” issue. One of the guest speak- 
ers, incidentally, was also Dr. Kuzio. Both 
branches have hosted recent talks by Mykola 
Ryabchuk, Blair Ruble, Boris Tarasyuk, 
Oleksiy Haran, and others that concentrated 
on the current political situation in Ukraine. 
At least 50% of such seminars pertain to 
events in contemporary Ukraine. 

A further point relates to Kuzio’s comment 
that “there’s limited federal support” for such 
programs. CIUS is currently the centre for a 
million plus dollar CIDA-funded project on 
legal reform in Ukraine, managed by James 
D. Jacuta and centred in Edmonton. Both Drs. 
Klid and Marples of CIUS briefed the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee recently on 
events in Ukraine. There is regular consulta- 
tion between CIUS and the Canadian Inter- 
national Development Agency (CIDA), the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Interna- 
tional Trade, and other centres. Various gov- 
ermment-funded programs have also been de- 
veloped at the Ukrainian Community and De- 
velopment Centre at Grant MacEwan College 
in Edmonton, directed by a former CIUS re- 
search associate, Dr. Roman Petryshyn. 

Scholarly projects on Ukrainian topics are 

funded directly by the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada 
(SSHRC). Over the past three years there have 
been several major grants issued to Canadi- 
ans working on different aspects of contem- 
porary Ukraine, including to Marta Dyczok 
(Western Ontario) for a project on the Ukrai- 
nian media, Heather Coleman (Calgary) for 
one on the church, Serhy Yekelchyk (Victoria) 
on political rituals and identity construction, 
and to myself for the project described above. 
Such projects permit the funding of several 
graduate students for periods of 2-3 years and 
often include travel funds for primary research 
directly in Ukraine. 


Cont. on page 8 


By Dr. Denis Hlynka 

A recent opinion piece by Taras Kuzio titled 
“Myths about Canada’s Ukrainian Diaspora”, 
which has recently appeared (April 8, 2004) 
in several in-print and on-line sources, de- 
serves careful consideration, analysis, and 
some rebuttal. Dr. David Marples is to be con- 
gratulated for being first out of the post with 
such commentary. As such, I will try to steer 
away from his points, and instead move in 
other directions. Dr. Kuzio’s argument reaches 
ultimately towards a discussion of the mis- 
sion and vision of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community in the 21st century. These issues 
are not simple. 

Of first concern is the very term diaspora. 
The word is fraught with slippery multiple 
meanings. To use the term without being very 
clear about who we are talking about is 
counter productive. 

The clearest use of the term Diaspora ac- 
cording to Webster refers to the Jewish dis- 
persion. Obviously this is not us. A second 
use refers to those individuals or groups who 
feel displaced and, who consider their main 
allegiance to some country other than Canada, 
in this case, Ukraine. This is probably the main 
group to which Kuzio refers. A third defini- 
tion, might include those who come from 
Ukraine and are, to use an older term, “dis- 
placed persons”, but have become in every 
sense of the word Canadian. A fourth, more 
suspect use of the term, would be an attempt 
to include every second, third fourth or fifth 
generation Canadian with some Ukrainian 
heritage as an automatic member of such a 
“diaspora”. Or, perhaps a member of some 
such diasporic community must identify 
themselves as such. Does one consider Wayne 
Gretsky, Jordan TooToo, William Kurelyk, or 
Myrna Kostash to belong to the Ukrainian 
diaspora? I suspect not, though their Ukrai- 
nian heritage is undeniable. If one is of mixed 
background, and if we are a nation of immi- 
grants, can one belong to two or three 
diasporas? 

The first question, then is “who is the 
diaspora?” Most Canadians with some Ukrai- 
nian heritage are probably not members of 
such a diaspora, neither by choice nor by de- 
fault. 

Second. Dr. Kuzio argues that Ukrainian 
Canadians have “minimal influence feder- 
ally”. He means, I think, in terms of an abil- 
ity to move Canadian politicians to support 
issues related to Ukraine proper. In that sense, 
he may be right. Indeed, when Anthony 
Hlynka served in the House of Commons 
from 1940 to 1945, he argued that it was his 
duty to represent not only his riding of 
Vepgreville, but all Ukrainians in Canada, all 
Ukrainian displaced persons stuck in Europe, 
and indeed all Ukrainians in Ukraine. He of- 
ten pointed out that at that point in time, he 
was the only democratically elected Ukrai- 
nian in the entire world. As such, he felt it 
was his duty to speak on behalf of all of them. 

Today things have changed. Canadian 
members of parliament of whatever heritage 
they claim have a first and foremost duty to 
their riding and to their country. In this, Ukrai- 
nian Canadians continue to make great strides. 

Three. Dr. Kuzio suggests a kind of “aca- 
demic inertia” to be found in universities and 
other Ukrainian Canadian organizations. He 
says “There’s been a general disinterest in 
contemporary Ukraine, at the same time as 
there’s been too much concentration on cul- 
ture, Ukrainian history and Ukrainian-Cana- 
dian history.” 

Interest in ones culture is normal and natu- 
ral. Our culture is here. It is difficult to mea- 
sure what “too much concentration” means. 

He says: “There is widespread disinterest 
in contemporary Ukrainian issues in institu- 
tions such as... the Ukrainian Professional 
and Businesspersons Association (UPBA). 
Until the 1980s the UPBA was heavily in- 
volved in contemporary Ukrainian issues, 
helping raise funds for the Ukrainian Studies 
chair at the University of Toronto. Since the 
1990s its interest in political topics has 
dwindled, and today its primary focus is on 
organizing social events for its members.” 

This is a question of mission statement. 


Each organization must be free to choose its 
own mandate; each individual “votes for’ that 
mandate by joining or not joining. If the 
UPBA wishes to be a social club, that is quite 
acceptable. Indeed the very name suggests an 
association of professionals and business per- 
sons getting together for their own interests. 
If one wishes to change their mandate, the way 
to do so is to become a member, to get on the 
executive, and make suggestions! 

Kuzio continues: “Ukrainian-Canadians are 
usually stunned to find out that there is only 
one course on contemporary Ukraine offered 
in Canada. “ Somehow, I assume Dr. 
Kuzio is NOT referring to the courses offered 
at the Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies 
at the University of Manitoba. Although our 
Centre operates on a shoestring budget, noth- 
ing like the larger units in Alberta and Ontario, 
— indeed nobody works full time at the Cen- 
tre —we nevertheless have on the books зеу- 
eral courses including: 18,251 Economy of 
Ukraine, from our Department of Econom- 
ics, taught by Dr. George Chuchman, 19,292 
Government, Politics and Society in Ukraine 
(Dept, of Political Science) last offered by 
Dr.D. Daycock, 11.303 Issues in Ukrainian 
History: In search of a National Identity (to 
be taught by Dr. O. Gerus. and scheduled for 
2004-5. These courses are offered on a rotat- 
ing basis, and have been in existence for some 
20 years! 

Kuzio says: “In Canada, the action is in 
Toronto and Ottawa. That the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress has a head office in 
Winnipeg shows to what degree Ukrainian- 
Canadians are stuck in the last century.” 

Ontarians believe in Ontario. Politicians in 
Canada today and contemporary Canadian po- 
litical scientists recognize the importance of 
decentralization in order to counter problems 
of “western alienation”, for example. I won- 
der if it helps to slam cities other your own. 
And by the way, which is worse? That 
Winnipeg is blasted, or that Calgary and 
Saskatoon are ignored in this diatribe? Ukrai- 
nian Canadian organizations of different 
stripes, with different needs and different 
mandates exist across this country. They are 
to be commended and supported. 

And if most of these groups happen to be 
Ukrainian dance groups, there is absolutely 
nothing wrong with that. Nobody sees the 
Japanese Canadian community decrying the 
number of karate clubs as a misdirection of 
their culture. 

Kuzioa says: “No PhD students mean that 
no political scientists specializing in Ukraine 
apply for professorships in Canadian politi- 
cal science departments. No political scien- 
tists with an interest in Ukraine mean there 
are no courses being taught in that area, and 
no academics writing articles about contem- 
porary Ukraine or being interviewed by the 
media about it. This also means that the Ca- 
nadian government lacks experts to consult 
in formulating its policies towards Ukraine.” 

The same can be said about ANY field. No 
music courses which discuss the roles of 
Lysenko, Bortniansky and Silvestrov means 
that their contributions are ignored. No 
courses about Ukrainian elements in Cana- 
dian children’s literature means such a sub- 
field does not exist. No courses about Ukrai- 
nian Canadian history means that this history 
will be put on the back burner. 

Finally, let me make my own comments. 
Dr. Kuzio raises some important issues; I just 
don’t agree with his proposed directions. It is 
important that our Ukrainian Canadian aca- 
demic communities and our Ukrainian Cana- 
dian business communities and our Ukrainian 
Canadian political communities and social 
groups not slam each other, but examine their 
proposed mandates as we move into the 21 
century, and make their own way. 

But the new realities within which we must 
work are these: 

« Ukraine is at last an independent country. 
While some organizations and some individu- 
als are willing to help them (which is com- 
mendable), in general, it is not for us as Ca- 
nadians to run their world. Before 1991, we 
considered ourselves the guardians of a cul- 
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Cont. from page 7 

CIUS Press, co-directed by Roman Senkus and 
Marko Stech of the Toronto office, is an active pub- 
lisher of works in the field. Its recent publications in- 
clude Bohdan Harasymiw’s book Post-Communist 
Ukraine and Ukraine: Perestroika to Independence, co- 
authored by Taras Kuzio! Senkus is also managing edi- 
tor of the “Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine,” a unique 
information source that will contain numerous articles 
on contemporary Ukrainian figures, institutions, and 
subjects, including politics (there are approximately 150 
articles already submitted on post-Soviet personalities, 
parties, and institutions). 

What should be obvious by this point is the involve- 
ment of CIUS in many different aspects of contempo- 
rary Ukraine in various parts of Canada. Thanks to an 
endowment from Daria and Michael Kowalsky, a new 
Program on Eastern Ukraine has been developed with 
offices in both Edmonton and Kharkiv. It cites as its 
mandate: “to support scholarship by awarding grants 
to scholars, sponsoring seminars, supporting museum 
development, and offering subsidies to publications 
dealing with Ukrainian society, history, politics and cul- 
ture, particularly on questions of historical memory, 
identity and national consciousness.” 

Contrary to the impression created by Dr. Kuzio, 
CIUS has close links with the Canadian media. It has 
held press conference on various issues and the local 
newspaper, the Edmonton Journal, features at least one 
monthly editorial on Ukraine written by a member of 
CIUS. Members of CIUS serve frequently as sources 
on events in Ukraine for the CBC, Voice of America, 
Radio Canada International, the IMF, and other outlets. 

One could go on. The plain truth of the matter is that 
Dr. Kuzio has done CIUS and Canadian institutions 
like the universities of Alberta, Ottawa, Victoria, West- 
ern Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Royal Mili- 
tary College (not to mention the Toronto office of CIUS) 
a huge disservice with his article. He among others has 
benefited from the generosity of CIUS and participated 
in numerous activities that it has sponsored. In 
academia, at least, contemporary Ukrainian studies in 


its broadest context—that is the study of all issues in 
today’s Ukraine—politics, history, religion, language, 
literature, music, art, and theatre—is thriving in vari- 
ous parts of Canada. 

A final note: Dr. Kuzio has said some very unkind 
things about the Ukrainian Canadian community. Yet 
the prominence of Ukrainian issues in Canada certainly 
belies the proportion of Ukrainian Canadians in the 
general population, which is around 3.3%. Canada was 
one of the first countries to recognize independent 
Ukraine. That it did so was due in part to the fact that 
the Governor General of Canada at that time, Ramon 
Hnatyshyn, was a member of the Ukrainian commu- 
nity. Canada was also one of the first countries to ac- 
cept a Senate resolution that the Famine of 1932-33 
was an act of genocide. The proponent of the resolu- 
tion, Senator Raynell Andreychuk, a Ukrainian Cana- 
dian from Regina has also worked closely with the 
CIDA program at CIUS. 

And while federal aid to Ukraine may lie behind that 
of the United States, which has a population ten times 
larger than Canada, there is a plethora of government 
and non-government programs initiated by Ukrainian 
Canadians. Many leading community activists now live 
and work in Ukraine, including former CIUS director, 
Bohdan Krawchenko, who has worked with the Acad- 
emy of Public Administration, an organization that 
might justifiably be described as one of the success 
stories in terms of projects involving the Ukrainian 
Diaspora. 

However, Dr. Kuzio is evidently dissatisfied with the 
situation. As far as he is concerned, there is lack of 
recognition for his own little niche in Ukrainian poli- 
tics. Not too long ago he wrote a similar piece about 
the situation among academic circles in England (evi- 
dently it has improved dramatically in the brief period 
since he departed its shores). He is entitled to his opin- 
ion, but should at least endeavor for accuracy in his 
comments. 

David R. Marples, is a Professor of History and Direc- 
tor, Stasiuk Program on Contemporary Ukraine at the 
University of Alberta. 


Celebrate Canadian identity and 
Ukrainian heritage 


Cont. from page 7 
ture under siege. Now it is time to give that culture 
back. 

¢ The term diaspora should be avoided as being too 
ambiguous. It is counterproductive to find someone 
who is 1/10 Ukrainian heritage and to tell them that it 
is their duty to support contemporary Ukraine. 

¢ Our organizations need to constantly re-invent 
themselves in line with new goals for a new world. 

e All organizations should proudly be able to stand 
up and explain what they do and why. Whether it be 
the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta, the Ukrainian 
Studies Foundation of BC, the Ukrainian Professional 
Business Association clubs across Canada, our religious 
colleges, our active traditional church groups both 
Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian Catholic, the vari- 
ous University centres, institutes, units and departments 
across Canada or the dozens of others I have not listed, 
what is important is that we recognize the diversity and 
potential contribution of all of these groups. And of 
course, there is even some good work going on in 
Toronto and Ottawa. 

In conclusion, Dr. Kuzio is to be commended for rais- 
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ing an important issue, an issue fraught with difficulty. 
But if we close down the Ukrainian contribution to in- 
clude only those who see Ukraine as their homeland, 
or only those who see political science as the one source 
worthy of attention, then we are doomed to failure. On 
the other hand, one doesn’t even need to claim a Ukrai- 
nian heritage in Canada, because Ukrainian Canadians 
are a natural part of the landscape. As often happens, 
distinguishing landmarks are eroding; new landmarks 
are appearing. A Ukrainian surname neither guaran- 
tees nor is a requirement to belong to a Ukrainian or- 
ganization, or to consider oneself as of Ukrainian heri- 
tage. 

The road to the future should lie in a celebration of 
the Canadian identity and the Ukrainian heritage. Our 
task is to show Canadians that we too have made a 
contribution to a better Canada, and that — in light of 
the six degrees of separation phenomenon —it is only a 
matter of time until all Canadians will proudly claim 
to be part Ukrainian. 

Dr. Denis Hlynka is Acting Director of the Centre for 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies at the University of 
Manitoba. 


UCC participates in forum 
on human trafficking 


(UCC National)—March 30 the Canadian Ethnocultural Council, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), Stop the Traffic Coalition, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business Association of Ottawa, 
Help Us Help The Children, the Chinese Canadian National Council, the 
National Council of Canadian Filipino Associations and the Canadian 
Council for Refugees co-sponsored a Forum at the National Press Club 
of Canada in Ottawa to address the international problem of human traf- 


The well-known journalist Victor Malarek, who raised this problem in 
his book The Natashas, chaired a panel that discussed the best ways to 
stop human trafficking. 

The hosts of this Forum were the Minister of Justice and Attorney Gen- 
eral of Canada, Irwin C_tler, and the Minister of State (Multiculturalism 
and Status of Women), Jean Augustine. 

In his address UCC President Eugene Czolij stated that concrete and 
immediate action is necessary to eradicate human trafficking in the ХХІ 
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Нготоууїзіа Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 


Come for the culture...stay for the fun! 
CNUF announces lineup for 2004 festival in Dauphin 


(CNUF)—With talent ranging from well-known 
Ukrainian personalities, dancers from Chicago, a tow- 
ering piano-playing comedian, home-grown local fa- 
vorites, a spectacular combination of music and dance, 
Canada’s unique Ukrainian bagpiper, a fantastic party 
band, to a folk-music ensemble straight from Ukraine, 
the 2004 Grandstand line-up is sure to please one and 
all. Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival is a three day 
celebration of the rich and vibrant culture and heritage 
of Ukrainian Canadians to be held July 30, 31 and Aug. 
1 at Selo Ukraina, 12 km south of Dauphin, Man. 

Along with many cultural displays, demonstrations 
and workshops, zabavas (parties!), heritage village, 
Ukrainian Centennial Memorial Park, amateur talent 
dance competitions, parade, pavilions and scrumptious 
food vendors, plus much more, the festival boasts first- 
class Ukrainian talent from around the world at four 
grandstand extravaganzas that are sure to set your pulse 
racing. The CNUF entertainment committee has been 
hard at work finding the best talent combination to en- 
sure a fantastic show: comedy, music, dance, history 
and tradition are at the top of the agenda. 

Here’s a look at what to expect: Thor Bachinsky and 
Ron Cahute, Masters of Ceremonies & Entertainer, 
Toronto; Canada’s National Riding and Dancing Cos- 
sacks and Company, Dauphin — evening shows only; 
Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival Choir, Dauphin; 
Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, Chicago; 
Martin Janovsky, One-man musical comedian, Saska- 
toon; Kalabai, 2004 house band, Edmonton; Lastiwka 


Ukrainian Orthodox Choir & Orchestra, Saskatoon; 
Lvivski Muzyky, 5-piece folk music ensemble, Lviv; 
Zane Matieshen, Canada’s only Ukrainian bagpiper, 
Portage la Prairie, Man. — Saturday only; Pavlychenko 
Folk Dance Ensemble, Saskatoon; Eric & Jason Sliva, 
2003 Director’s Choice amateur talent winners, 
Yorkton, Sask.; Zirka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, Dau- 
phin. 

In addition to this spectacular grandstand line-up 
other weekend highlights include our Official Open- 
ing Ceremony on Friday with our 2004 official hosts 
and long-time festival supporters, Walter and Irene 
Talpash of Dauphin. Other features include zabavas 
(dance parties) with Kalabai; Parade, Saturday, down- 
town Dauphin; and Ukrainian Centennial Memorial 
Park Commemorative Unveilings, Saturday. A new fea- 
ture this year is our Family Showcase on Sunday after- 
noon. Join Cahute & Thor Bachinsky as they entertain 
one and all with comedy, music and children’s favor- 
ite, Barabolya fun! The Sunday show will also feature 
amateur and local talent starting at 2:30 p.m. 

“We strive to bring a dynamic and diverse line-up to 
our visitors each summer, and are extremely pleased 
with how beautifully the 2004 show came together. We 
are excited to feature talent from around the world: from 
as far as Ukraine, Chicago, Toronto, cities across the 
Prairies, as well as right here at home. I encourage ev- 
eryone to come for the culture and stay for the fun,” 
said Laurie Michaluk, Executive Director. 


Kalyna Country ready to spring into action 


(Kalyna Country)—Kalyna Country is ready to 
spring into action now that the snows have receded and 
people are starting to think of getting out and enjoying 
Alberta’s great outdoors. Although the 2004 Kalyna 
Country Visitors and Events Guide was only published 
in early March, almost 10,000 copies have already been 
distributed in key markets within the Capital City re- 
gion and parts of Saskatchewan. Almost a third of this 
number was picked up at Kalyna Country booths at 
trade shows in Edmonton, Saskatoon and Lloydminster, 
while bulk shipments have been made to Edmonton 
area Visitor Information Centres and to travel depart- 
ments at Alberta Motor Association branches. 

"105 crucial to get an early start on guide distribu- 
tion,” explains Kevin Kisilevich of The Marketer, which 
produces the widely acclaimed Kalyna Guide. “People 
start getting in the holiday mood as soon as the weather 
starts improving, and it’s important that we get to them 
quickly in the highly competitive tourism market.” 

Of course, the fact the guide has been coming out 
for the past seven years has made distribution that much 
easier, because many people are not only aware of the 
publication but eagerly anticipate getting their annual 
copy. Since the guide is full of useful and interesting 
information about the Kalyna region, it is a must-have 
resource for both residents and visitors to east central 
Alberta, The calendar of events — which in this year’s 
edition is featured prominently near the front — is one 
of the guide’s major selling points, as it allows people 
to conveniently plan ahead to attend our many local 


festivals and special events. 

In other Kalyna news, volunteer executive director 
Jars Balan is about to spend two weeks advising on an 
ecotourism project in the steppes of southern Ukraine. 
His trip is a follow-up to an initiative that he took part 
in during the fall of 2002, but this time has a broader 
regional focus as it encompasses the area straddling 
the Dnipro River where it empties into the Black Sea. 
After Jars returns to Canada in early May, he will be 
followed by Edith Zawadiuk, the chair of the Kalyna 
Country Trust Society, who will be consulting on the 
development of 4-H clubs in the same rural communi- 
ties that Jars will be visiting. 

“There is a lot of interest in how Kalyna Country 
has been able to successfully promote our various ru- 
ral attractions to visitors,” observes Jars. “Although the 
situation in Ukraine is quite different than Canada, we 
can provide them with a great deal of practical advice 
based on our experience with organizational issues, 
marketing, and other matters.” It is hoped that stake- 
holders in the Kherson, Ukraine project will be able to 
visit Kalyna Country at a future date to see first-hand 
how Alberta is working to diversify its rural economy 
through the development of ecotourism, which the 
Ukrainians call “green tourism”. As the economy of 
Ukraine (along with several other former East bloc 
countries) has been steadily improving in the last few 
years, there are growing opportunities for Alberta to 
begin attracting tourists from those parts of Eastern Eu- 
rope that were once behind the Iron Curtain. 


Oscar win boosting 
cause of Chernobyl 
Children’s Project 


By Jan Jun 

(RFE/RL)—The Chornoby] nuclear disaster took place 18 years ago, 
but it has left a lasting legacy for millions of people. 

There are those who suffered immediate effects after an explosion in 
the fourth reactor of the Chornobyl plant sent a radioactive cloud spilling 
over parts of Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia. 

But the world’s worst nuclear accident has also taken its toll on children 
born in the years since the disaster. Birth defects and cancer rates in the 
region are skyrocketing. 

The international community — once eager to help in cleanup and medi- 
cal efforts — has now largely forgotten Chornobyl, as the town is known 
in Ukrainian. 

The Chernobyl (Russian name for Chornobyl) Children’s Project is an 
exception. The charity, based in the Irish city of Cork, has established a 
permanent aid presence in the Срогпобу! region. 

Adi Roche, the founder and head of the СБегпобу! Children’s Project, 
says, “We recognized very early on that Chornobyl has been relegated to 
the realms of history, and that most of the international community has 
dropped this issue off the international agenda, and very little sustainable 
work is being done by the international community. We decided it was not 
just enough to work as a humanitarian aid organization in the region, but 
that we would have to awaken the conscience and the responsibility of the 
world.” 

Since its inception in 1991, the project has helped fund hospitals and 
other medical care facilities in the areas affected by the Chornobyl acci- 
dent. Roche tells RFE/RL the magnitude of the task at times has seemed 
insurmountable. 

“Nine million people, according to the United Nations, have been af- 
fected in those three countries. In fact, the real story of Chernobyl will 
only be coming out in the coming decades, because of the longevity of 
radioactivity. We will be seeing the effects of it for the rest of time in the 
DNA of human life, of plant life, flowers, fauna,” Roche said. 

The Children’s Project, through a network of worldwide affiliates, has 
sent more than $50 million in aid to the region, and established a number 
of long-term sustainable programs there. 

The work remains daunting, but the project has made a difference in the 
lives of many children. 

Twelve-year-old Veranika Smyeyan, of Belarus, was born with a severe 
heart defect. Her mother had been exposed to radiation from the Chornobyl 
accident. But now, after two operations in Dublin, Veranika says she has 
never felt better. 

“Now, I feel excellent. I just have one wish — to go to Ireland again. 
When I say Ireland, I imagine the ocean, the fresh air, the zoo we used to 
go to. The ocean —I had never seen it before,” Veranika said. 

Roche’s project has received a significant boost from the film “Chernobyl 
Heart,” which this year won the U.S. Academy Award for best documen- 
tary film. 

The film’s director, Maryann De Leo, became interested in Chornobyl 
three years ago after attending an exhibition of photographs and sculp- 
tures dedicated to the work of the Children’s Project and the lives of chil- 
dren in the affected areas. 

“Maryann contacted me. I said to her that I had made many documenta- 
ries before, for British TV, Australian, Irish, you name it, and that I was 
very ready to make a documentary for an American audience. And she 
traveled with me several times to the radioactive area. Particularly, we 
concentrated on Belarus, because they have the largest problem of the 
three affected regions, even though it is substantial in the other two re- 
gions also,” de Leo said. 

The women’s aim, as Roche puts it, was to re-alert the world to the 
crisis; to show that the horrifying effects of Chornobyl had not gone away. 

“A film that would be all witness, all testimony, to the despair, to the 
suffering, to the agony, to the isolation of this tragedy that 18 years on has 
not gone away. So it follows the pathway of radioactivity from the reactor 
itself, right through to the life of pregnant women, to children, to the land, 
and to the life of ordinary people in the deserted villages, people that are 
evacuated, and scientific people, the medical world. We talk to every- 
body,” Roche said. 

Roche says the film, in addition to its Oscar win, has had a powerful 
impact on audiences in the United States. She hopes someday the film 
will be shown in the countries affected by the Chornobyl disaster — al- 
though she says the governments of Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia remain 
reluctant to address the true breadth of the crisis. 

“We would love for there to be a major screening in the [three coun- 
tries’] capitals and in the towns of the three affected regions, but we will 
wait to be invited. We feel that maybe in the three affected countries, too, 
it is not much talked about any more, and yet so many people continue to 
suffer. So we hope there will be an awakening in the three governments, 
also, because they need help. It is not an easy thing to make a documen- 
tary about another country, because it may seem to be critical, or you 
know, a country may feel that it is not seen in a good light. But this is 
always a problem when you are a filmmaker, when you’re making some- 
thing about an issue in another country,” Roche said. 

In the short term, the success of “Chernobyl Heart” has helped the 
Children’s Project secure extra funding for additional aid shipments. 

Roche says the next such shipment, carrying over 2 million euros (C$3 
million) worth of aid, was due to arrive in the Chornobyl region in time 
for Easter Sunday, on April 11. Gregorian and Julian Easter fell on the 
same day this year. 

And the work won’t stop there. As Adi Roche puts it, the children of 
Срогпобу! will need aid “for many years to come.” 

(RFE/RL’s Belarusian Service contributed to this report.) 
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HELP WANTED. Commercial roofing labourers needed. 
No experience required. Starting wage $11.00/Hr. Phone 


(780) 462-9552, ask for Doug or Mark. 


Я розмовляю по-українському 


QUALITY TAX PREPARERS 


Accurate Income Tax Service 


e Personal & Business Tax Returns « Estate Returns 
- G.S.T. Returns » Bookkeeping " Accounting 


Mark Kopinec 


B.A. Econ. and Accountant 


Ph: (780) 448-0829 (HIT Zero TAX) 
Email: gtp@telusplanet.net 


LAWYERS АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA & COMPANY 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street. Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 
Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
HEHTUCTU ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


НОІУК5 


Dr. С. Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB T5H 013 
(780) 420-1510 Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
12123 -54 Street 


Extended Hours: Edmonton, АВ T5W 3N4 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
і Phone: (780) 477-3674 


Saturday appointments availab 
Говоримо по-українському After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


SuSE за подіями в Україну 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати i ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, будь 
ласка, на таку адресу: 


Це дарунок від: 
ни: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): $65.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]) 


Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 


В Канаді: 


Ukrainian News 

Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 

Edmonton, АВ Т5М 1Y9 

Tel: (780) 488-3693 Fax: (780) 488-3859 


Наша адреса: 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

В Криму невідомі намагалися підпалити примі- 
щення Меджлісу кримськотатарського народу. Як 
повідомили в Головному Управлінні МВС України 
в Криму, в ніч на 31 березня у вікно будинку злов- 
мисники кинули дві пляшки із запалювальною сумі - 
шшю. У Меджлісі кажуть, що цей випадок — ще одна 
провокація проти кримських татар. 

Як повідомили правоохоронці, сторож Меджлісу 
близько третьої години ночі побачив задимлення, він 
погасив вогонь і викликав міліцію. Пожежа спричи - 
нила незначні матеріальні збитки - розбите вікно й 
обгоріло підвіконня. На місці працювала слідча 
оперативна група, з'ясовуються обставини цього 
інциденту. Начальник кримського главку МВС 
України генерал Микола Паламарчук заявив, що 
поки рано робити будь-які висновки про причини 
пожежі. Член Меджлісу Айдер Мустафаєв пові- 
домив журналістам, що пляшки було кинуто у вікна 
його кабінету, який розташований на другому 
поверсі приміщення. Він теж відмовився робити 
припущення щодо причин інциденту. Відомо, що 
Айдер Мустафаєв є неформальним лідером ради-- 
кального крила Меджлісу. 

Один з керівників Меджлісу, який належить до 
поміркованого його крила, Ільмі Умеров переко-- 
наний, що таким чином кримських татар знову 
провокують на якісь силові дії. Ільмі Умеров: 

"Враховуючи складну ситуація, яка зараз виникла 
на півострові, очевидно, що це одна з провокацій 
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» В Що стоїть за підпалом Меджлісу? 


проти кримських татар, причому, можна перед- 
бачити, що вона не остання, тому що подібні про- 
вокації останнім часом йдуть одна за одною. Але як 
член Меджлісу я завжди закликатиму своїх спів- 
вітчизників не піддаватися на них, ставитися до 
таких провокацій спокійно, з терпінням і розумін-- 
ням, оскільки Меджліс будь-які масові акції про- 
тесту буде організовувати лише за погодженням i 
рішенням Меджлісу кримськотатарського народу, 
щоб не було якоїсь самодіяльності, не було жодних 
провокацій у нас ізсередини". 

Як стало відомо, 31 березня президія Меджлісу 
на своєму надзвичайному засіданні розглянула і 
відхилила запропонований досить радикальний 
проект постанови, що передбачав організацію 
заходів у відповідь на антитатарські випади. За 
словами джерел, у цьому представницькому органі 
кримськотатарського народу, помірковане крило 
поки що бере верх. Тим часом слідче управління 
кримського главку міліції порушило кримінальну 
справу за фактом спроби підпалу приміщення 
Меджлісу в Симферополі 31 березня. За даними 
Центру громадських зв'язків Головного Управління 
МВС України в Криму, справу заведено за статтею 
194 Кримінального кодексу - навмисне знищення 
чи пошкодження майна, здійснене шляхом підпалу. 
Водночас, джерела серед правоохоронців кажуть, 
що у слідства існує три версії: звичайне хуліганство, 
підпал прихильниками меджлісу і провокація з боку 
антитатарських сил. 


Президент Грузії Міхеїл Саакашвілі 
підтримав у Брюсселі Україну 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Президент Грузії Міхеїл Саакашвілі виступив 6— 
го квітня у Брюсселі на підтримку України. При 
цьому разом із українською державою він підтримав 
1 ii керівника. 

Виступаючи перед журналістами разом із голо-- 
вою Європейської комісії Романо Проді, Саакашвілі 
заявив: «Мої політичні функції вищі за мої партійні 
уподобання, а дружба між Україною й Грузією не 
залежить від конкретних осіб. Я вважаю, що прези- 
дент Кучма відіграв величезну роль у поліпшенні 
відносин між Грузією й Україною. Він є президент 
України, тож нам не можна було б пробачити, якби 
ми не мали добрих 1 тісних стосунків». 

Напередодні, 5-го квітня, Міхеїл Саакашвілі роз- 
мовляв телефоном із Леонідом Кучмою. За офіцій-- 
ною інформацією, обидва президенти домовилися 
про обмін візитами, що їхні дати буде узгоджено 
окремо. Оглядачі в Україні при цьому звернули yBa— 
гу, як пише інтернет-видання «Українська правда», 


на те, що «після приходу Саакашвілі до влади в Грузії 
українські ЗМІ, підконтрольні главі адміністрації 
президента України Вікторові Медведчукові, прово-- 
дили кампанію дискредитації грузинського лідера». 

«Єдине, в чому я впевнений: хто б не був при владі 
в Україні, він матиме добрі відносини з Грузією. 
Звичайно, що швидше розвиватиметься Україна, то 
краще буде для всього регіону, бо Україна може 
стати справжнім регіональним лідером, справжньою 
регіональною наддержавою. А коли в Україні буде 
більше демократії, більше осучаснення, то в регіоні 
з'явиться країна, що стане головним гарантом без-- 
пеки для всього регіону, а ще стандартом європей - 
ської інтеграції й демократії» - так бачить можливе 
майбутнє України президент Грузії Міхеїл Caakam— 
вілі. 

Грузинський керівник вів у Брюсселі переговори 
з Романо Проді та іншими провідниками Євро-- 
пейського союзу в першу чергу про зближення Грузії 
з ЄС. 


Українська експозиція туризму на 
“Travel and Leisure Show” в Micciccayra 


Генеральне Консульство України в Торонто ін- 
формує, що в рамках найбільшого у Канаді вистав- 
кового заходу туристичного спрямування “The 
Travel and Leisure Show 2004”, що проходив з 1 по 4 
квітня у місті Micciccayra, функціонувала експози- 
ція туристичної галузі України. Експозиція була 
представлена українською делегацію на чолі з 
директором київського готелю "Дніпро", до складу 
якої увійшли представники Державної туристичної 
агенції України, Спостережної Ради ВАТ "Готель 
«Дніпро? та компанії "Мандрівник ДМСУ - офіцій- 
ного туристичного оператора готелю. 

Українська експозиція представляла інформацію 
про комплекс послуг готелю "Дніпро", а також 
пропонувала відвідувачам виставкового заходу 
більш розгорнуті відомості про Україну та її турис- 
тичні можливості. Враховуючи масштабність ту- 
ристичної виставки (за оцінками організаторів її 
відвідали понад 1500 туристичних агентів та біля 20 
тисяч індивідуальних відвідувачів) можна оцінити 
представлення на ній української експозиції як 
значний крок на шляху популяризації України в 
якості туристичної держави та більш повної 
реалізації її туристичного потенціалу. 

У ході перебування української туристичної 
делегації у Торонто 31 березня у приміщенні Гене- 
рального Консульства відбулася робоча зустріч- 
семінар української делегації з керівниками низки 
провідних туристичних компаній Торонто, що спеці- 
алізуються на організації подорожей до України. 

Активізація процесу популяризації туристичних 
можливостей України та стрімкий розвиток турис- 
тичної інфраструктури в країні є визначальними 


факторами збільшення притоку іноземних туристів, 
що обирають Україну для проведення відпочинку. 
Так за наявними статистичними даними протягом 
2003 року Україну відвідали 12,5 мільйонів туристів, 
що на 19% перевищує аналогічний показник попе- 
реднього року. Приток туристів стає дедалі важ- 
ливішим фактором впливу на розвиток української 
економіки, збільшуючи обсяги внутрішнього 
споживання товарів та послуг. Зокрема, сукупні 
обсяги витрат іноземних туристів на придбання 
товарів та послуг в Україні у 2003 році оцінюються 
в 4 мільярди доларів США. 

Українська туристична галузь, що спирається на 
наявні в країні природні та кліматичні багатства, 
комплекс пам'яток історії та архітектури, а також 
унікальні культурні та мистецькі традиції україн- 
ського народу, знаходиться на стадії активного 
розвитку, відкриваючі значні можливості для 
вітчизняних та зарубіжних туристичних компаній. 
З метою максимально повної презентації таких 
можливостей Державна туристична адміністрація 
України за підтримки Всесвітньої туристичної 
організації щорічно проводить у місті Києві 
Міжнародний туристичний салон / Україна", що 
стає дедалі популярнішим серед іноземних опера- 
торів туристичного ринку. Організатори запрошу- 
ють усіх представників туристичного бізнесу 
прийняти участь у Міжнародному туристичному 
салоні " Україна, 2004”, що відбудеться 14-16 
жовтня. Додаткова інформація про захід може бути 
отримана в системі Інтернет за адресою: 
www.autoexpo.com.ua/eng/ukraine.html 


es 
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Toronto community meets with Graham 


By John Heron 

At a round table function organised by Etobicoke- 
Centre federal Liberal Party candidate Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj April 6, Toronto ethnic groups met For- 
eign Affairs Minister Bill Graham. 

Representatives from Ukrainian, Somalian, Albanian, 
Bosnian, and cultural, youth and business groups ex- 
pressed their gratitude Wrzesnewskyj and the minister 
for the opportunity to converse directly with a govern- 
ment minister about core issues. 

During the session at the Valhalla Inn, each group’s 
concerns were addressed by Graham and where fur- 
ther examination was warranted, the minister gave his 
undertaking to research the matter and reply. 

‘The Ukrainian community was represented by 
Markian Shwec (Toronto President, Ukrainian Cana- 


dian Congress), Irene Mycak (UCC), Valentina Kuryliw | 


(Canadian Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society) and Irena 
Soltys (Stop the Trafficking Coalition and Help Us Help 
the Children Anti-trafficking Initiative). 

Mycak requested assistance in enabling the moni- 
toring of this fall’s election, when the government in 
power is expected to employ undemocratic measures. 
Mr. Graham responded that Ukraine was on the cross- 
roads of where it will go — toward democracy or re- 
gress toward its Soviet past and that CIDA (Canadian 
International Development Agency) is financing elec- 
tion monitors. 

Shwec emphasised the need for Canada’s continu- 
ing presence in Ukraine with CBC broadcasts via Ra- 
dio Canada International, in view of the current 
Ukraine’s government’s intolerance toward any oppo- 
sition in the media. 

He suggested Ukraine is a fledgling democracy and 
that, left alone, things will deteriorate. The government 
of President Kuchma persecutes unsupportive journal- 
ists and uses tax police, i.e. “legal means” to shut down 
radio transmitters. It would be necessary for Radio 
Canada to continue broadcasting beyond the elections, 


especially if democratic forces do not win, to help 
Ukraine enter Europe and if it is to become a positive, 
stabilising force instead of a recipient of aid. 

Graham agreed that Ukraine was a key to stability in 
the region and that close monitoring was important. 
He was in favour of not reducing CBC broadcasts to 
Ukraine, as had been initially planned. 

Kuryliw highlighted the drop in Ukrainian immigra- 
tion to Canada (down to less than 1% of the total an- 
nual allotment of 250,000 immigrants overall. She also 
remarked that on one hand the visa application period 
was protracted (8 months for Ukrainians — only 4 
months for Poles) and acceptances low (only 10%), 
whilst the practice of luring women here under false 
pretences to work as prostitutes was going on right 
under our noses and visas for this purpose are secured 
from the Canadian Embassy without any problems. She 
sought an immediate increase in the acceptance num- 
bers to 10,000 migrants annually for the next decade 
and called for immediate action to end human traffick- 
ing. 

Though sympathetic, the Foreign Affairs Minister re- 
vealed it is an immigration department issue. He wit- 
nessed many lengthy approval times even in his own 
riding mainly due to heightened security measures since 
911. Identities take longer to confirm than previously 
so the privilege of obtaining passports and visas is a 
more involved process. He advised that Ukrainian visa 
turn-arounds are faster than many. 

Soltys presented a paper on the human trafficking 
trade outlining 3 objectives: 1) Preventing the most vul- 
nerable elements of society (young women) from fall- 
ing into the hands of traffickers; 2) Combating the ac- 
tual trade in human beings and those that perpetrate it; 
3) Helping victims of the trade become whole again 
and reintegrate successfully into society. 

Graham expressed his concern about the problem and 
said he would enjoy working with the STTC to help 
counter the illegal trade in human resources. 


Former dissident Rudenko dies at 83 


(UAN)—Former Ukrainian dissident, Mykola 
Rudenko, 83, has died in Ukraine, reported the Po- 
litical Ukraine website Political Ukraine, April 5. 

During his life Rudenko was awarded the Hero 
of Ukraine medal. He was a poet and a writer and 
had also been awarded the Shevchenko Prize for 
literature. Rudenko was the founder of Ukraine’s 
Republican Christian Party. 

In 1947-50 Rudenko was the managing editor of the 
Ukrainian Writer’s Union journal — Dnipro апа а lead- 
ing figure in Ukraine’s Communist Party. By the early 
1970s, however, he became involved in the Soviet hu- 
man rights movement and was consequently expelled 


from the Communist Party. In November 1976 he be- 
came head of the newly formed Ukrainian Helsinki 
Group. Не was then arrested in February 1977 for ‘anti- 
Soviet agitation and propaganda’ and sentenced at a 
closed trial to 7 years hard labour. During his incar- 
ceration 10 of Rudenko’s works were smuggled to the 
West and published there. They included The Cross, 
Economic Monologues, and The Eagle’s Ravine. 

In 1987 Rudenko and his wife Raisa were allowed 
to emigrate to the United States, where Mykola worked 
for Radio Liberty and for Voice of America. In 1990 
the couple returned home to see Ukraine regain inde- 
pendence. 


Finding out the fate of Ukraine’s best 


Book on Ukraine’s Executed Elite, 1937-1938, “The Last Address” 


(The Day Weekly Digest)—The Day recently hosted 
a round table with the participation of historian Yury 
Shapoval, deputy head of the Ukraine Security Service’s 
SBU State Archive Serhiy Kokyn, journalist Col. Serhiy 
Shevchenko, and The Day’s staff journalists. 

In fact, this was the presentation of the two volumes 


Pensioners demand hikes 


(RFE/RL)—Some 1,000 mostly elderly people gath- 
ered outside the Verkhovna Rada building on April 13 
for a rally organized by the Communist Party to de- 
mand higher pensions, UNIAN reported. 

The demonstrators also want the government to pull 
out the Ukrainian military contingent from Iraq and 
protested Ukraine’s announced intention to join NATO. 

Meanwhile, the legislature was hearing a report by 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych’s cabinet on the situ- 
ation of pensioners in Ukraine. Pension Fund head 
Borys Zaychuk told lawmakers that the average pen- 
sion in Ukraine is currently 185 hryvnias (US$35), up 
from 135 hryvnias in 2003. 


of “Ostannia adresa” [The Last Address], which, along 
with documentary evidence and historical documents, 
includes numerous lists of writers, physicians, church 
figures, teachers, and middle peasants, who were shot 
in 1937-1938 in the Solovki Island (Karelia, Russia), 
which became a huge common grave for Ukraine’s elite. 

Last year marked the 65th anniversary of this trag- 
edy. Unfortunately, this sad event went unnoticed on 
the state level. 

“Ostannia adresa” has a certain background. A few 
years ago, a three-volume work was already published 
on the executions of the Solovki convicts. Among them 
there were many prominent figures: Mykola Kulish, 
Les Kurbas, Mykola Zeroy, et. al. The book’s compil- 
ers, scholars and researchers, processed thousands of 
documents to find out about people’s life in those un- 
bearable conditions, their estimation of the events in 
Ukraine, and their communication with each other. 

The SBU State Archive sent an expedition to Solovki, 
discovering many materials, which essentially formed 
the three-volumes. But three volumes appeared not 
enough. Thus, “Ostannia adresa” came into existence. 


RCMP probe missing war 
medal for sale at auction 


Konowal’s VC has mysteriously resurfaced 


By Randy Boswell, The Ottawa Citizen, April 4, 2004 

The RCMP has been asked to investigate how a Victoria Cross won by 
a Canadian soldier in the First World War appears to have come up for 
auction 30 years after being lost or stolen from the Canadian War Mu- 
seum. 

The Commonwealth’s highest honour for bravery was awarded in 1917 
to Filip Konowal — one of the country’s most decorated fighters and a 
celebrated figure among Ukrainian-Canadians — but went missing in 1973 
from the museum’s collection of military memorabilia. 

London, Ont.-based Jeffrey Hoare Auctions has announced the upcom- 
ing sale of the “historically important” artifact at a Hamilton hotel on May 
30. Museum officials want the auction halted until its experts can exam- 
ine the medal and determine its provenance. 

Museum spokesman Mark O’Neill said a curator has been in contact 
with the auction house to arrange to see the object and try to conclude 
whether it’s the same Victoria Cross that went AWOL from the Ottawa 
repository of military heritage. 

Duplicate VCs have been known to be sold to unwitting buyers, and the 
history of the medal originally held by the museum is also murky. 

Yesterday (April 3), the auction house was reluctant to discuss the is- 
sue. 

“At the present time, we are awaiting resolution of the issues surround- 
ing the Konowal Victoria Cross,” spokeswoman Wendy Hoare said. “Un- 
til such resolution is reached, we cannot comment on the details surround- 
ing the cross, except to say that we are of the opinion that the cross is 
authentic. We trust that the issues will be resolved quickly and in a fashion 
that is beneficial to all parties concerned.” 

If the item offered for sale turns out to be the original Victoria Cross 
awarded to then-corporal Konowal — he was later promoted to sergeant 
— in London on Oct. 15, 1917, by King George V, Mr. O’Neill says “we 
will do everything in our power to recover it.” 

The museum learned of the pending sale of the medal from Lubomyr 
Luciuk, the country’s leading Ukrainian-Canadian historian and 521. 
Konowal’s biographer. O’ Neill said the RCMP was contacted Friday and 
asked to investigate the matter. 

O’Neill described Jeffrey Hoare Auctions as a “reputable” company 
that would not knowingly place an item with questionable provenance on 
the auction block. 

Sgt. Konowal was born in Ukraine in 1888 and migrated to Canada in 
1913, just before the outbreak of the First World War. He enlisted in the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force and was serving in France with the 47th 
Battalion when he performed the act that earned him the Victoria Cross. 

“For most conspicuous bravery and leadership when in charge of a sec- 
tion in attack,” his citation read. “His section had the difficult task of 
mopping up cellars, craters and machine-gun emplacements. Under his 
able direction, all resistance was overcome successfully, and heavy casu- 
alties inflicted on the enemy. In one cellar, he himself bayoneted three 
enemy and attacked single-handed seven others in a crater, killing them 
all. On reaching the objective, a machine-gun was holding up the right 
flank, causing many casualties. Cpl. Konowal rushed forward and entered 
the emplacement, killed the crew, and brought the gun back to our lines.” 

Remarkably, after Sgt. Konowal returned to Canada he eventually found 
himself working as a janitor at the House of Commons. 

“Spotted washing floors of the Parliament building by Prime Minister 
William Lyon Mackenzie King, Sgt. Konowal was reassigned as the spe- 
cial custodian of Room No. 16, the Prime Minister’s Office, a post he held 
until his death,” Luciuk has written. 

Sgt. Konowal died in 1959 at the age of 72. 

The museum acquired Sgt. Konowal’s medals in the 1960s. Mr. O’ Neill 
said when the Victoria Cross was discovered missing in 1973, it wasn’t 
clear what had happened to it. 

There is also some question about the provenance of the Victoria Cross 
that the museum had possessed before it disappeared. 

In 1995, museum curator Dan Glenney wrote to Luciuk that records 
pertaining to the missing Konowal VC and his other medals “are sketchy; 
the medals are not described in detail as to engraving. It is possible that we 
may never have received the original. An exhaustive search of our records 
at my request this winter failed to shed any new light on the situation.” 

O'Neill said he couldn’t estimate the potential value of the lost medal. 
But Victoria Crosses have sold for hefty sums in the past, and a collection 
of medals won by famed First World War medic and In Flanders Fields poet 
John McRae fetched $400,000 several years ago at a Jeffrey Hoare auction. 


War Museum officials should not 


escape blame, veterans say 


(UkrNews)—Officials of the Canadian War Museum should not be al- 
lowed to ignore their responsibility regarding the missing Filip Konowal 
Victoria Cross. 

This statement was made April 8 by Cliff Chadderton, Chairman of the 
National Council of Veteran Associations (47 organizations). The NCVA 
has written to Canadian Heritage Minister Helene Chalifour Scherrer, ask- 
ing that a determination be made regarding possible dereliction of duty by 
staff of the Canadian War Museum. 

“The medal had been purchased by the War Museum some 30 years 
ago. It was loaned for an exhibition, but was not returned to the Museum s 
medal collection,” Chadderton said.“In that the War Museum owned the 
medal and was aware that it was missing, there was an onus on museum 
officials to make every effort to regain possession of the medal,” he added. 

The value has been estimated at C$250,000. Dan Glenney, a Senior 
War Museum officer responsible for the medal collection, told media rep- 
resentatives back in October 2000 that, although they could not produce 
the medal, it was still in the CWM premises but could not be located. 
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Кремль ще He повністю | Перспектив 


контролює Київ 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Поки український прем'єр Віктор Яну- 
кович відвідував Москву при початку 
квітня, західні оглядачі розмірковували над 
тим, наскільки Росія контролює пост- 
радянський простір i Україну зокрема. Ha 
думку одних аналітиків, контролює вона 
його досить жорстко, інші вважають, що 
час від часу Київ все ж може піти наперекір 
«старшому брату». Треті ж, такі як гість 
української столиці Джордж Сорос, nepe— 
конані, що Україна дійсно потрапила на 
російські задвірки, але це не мало би пе- 
решкоджати Європі спробувати поборо-- 
тися за демократію в Україні, після того, 
як вона програла цю битву в Росії. 

На думку вашингтонського оглядача 
Владіміра Сокора з Інституту Політичних 
та Стратегічних Досліджень, з огляду на 
залежність Президента Леоніда Кучми від 
доброї волі Кремля, Київ боїться роздра- 
тувати Москву, нехтуючи національними 
інтересами України, Про це аналітик гово-- 
рить у контексті розв'язання Придністров- 
ської проблеми. На думку Сокора, Україна 
слухняно підкоряється волі Москви, ство-- 
рюючи на своїх південно-західних кор- 
донах фактичний російський анклав. 
Аналітик має на увазі російські плани 
«федералізації» Молдови, які закріпили б 
російський контроль над територією. 

Дещо інакше дивиться на проблему 
кореспондент швейцарського щоденника 
“Neue ZArcher Zeitung”. На його думку, 
Росія не контролює повністю навіть таку 
країну, як Білорусь. А щодо України, то її 
президент старанно лавірує між Сходом і 
Заходом. Кучма з одного боку, підписує 
договір про єдиний економічний простір з 
Росією, Казахстаном та Білоруссю, а з 
іншого просить не забувати Україну при 
розширенні ЄС. Так само Леонід Кучма 
поводиться і щодо інших питань: він огри- 


зається американцям, що докоряють йому 
за попрання прав людини та продаж 
ракетних установок до Ipaky, але залюбки 
посилає до того ж таки Іраку військо для 
поповнення антисаддамівської коаліції. 
Вже одне те, що всупереч шантажу Москви 
нафтогін Одеса-Броди транспортуватиме 
не російську, а каспійську нафту, свідчить, 
на думку швейцарського оглядача про те, 
що диктувати свою політику Україні 
Кремль не може. 

Ane це не означає, що він не намага- 
тиметься цього робити, вважає впливовий 
американський фінансист та філантроп 
Джордж Сорос. У статті, яку вміщує бри-- 
танський часопис “Financial Times”, він 
говорить, що Росія докладає великих 
зусиль для того, щоб заманити прикордонні 
з ЄС країни назад до своєї відновленої 
імперії. «Щоб нейтралізувати притягальну 
силу Росії, ЄС має полегшити доступ до 
спільного ринку, запропонувати сприят-- 
ливіший візовий режим, надати можливості 
для роботи та імміграції, а також доступ 
до капіталу і технічної допомоги», - пише 
Джордж Сорос. Він радить об'єднаній Єв- 
ропі знайти гроші на проекти для своїх 
нових сусідів. Бо поки що розбудову від- 
критого суспільства на теренах колиш- 
нього Радянського Союзу Сорос, як він 
вважає, фінансує самотужки. 

Сорос говорить, що особливу увагу 
потрібно приділити зараз Україні i Молдові, 
бо обидві країни наближаються до виборів 
і в обох уже спостерігається зростання 
кількості порушень виборчого процесу. 
Росія, на думку Сороса, не сприятиме 
позитивним змінам в регіоні, і Заходу 
потрібно припинити ставитися до неї, як до 
молодої демократії. Натомість ЄС повинен 
зміцнювати верховенство права та демо- 
кратичні інституції там, де це ще можна 
зробити. 


Що криється за протистоянням 
Медведчука й Пінчука навколо 
візиту Сороса? 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Нещодавні події, які були пов'язані з пе- 
ребуванням в Україні відомого американ-- 
ського фінансиста Джорджа Сороса чи 
передували йому, привернули увагу 
оглядачів до одного не дуже звичного 
раніше факту - протистояння між набли-- 
женими до влади людьми, котрих нази- 
вають олігархами. Але це не обов'язково 
може свідчити про принципову різницю 
між ними, а радше про їхній різний підхід 
до влаштування власного майбутнього, 
вважають коментатори. 

Телевізійні канали, пов'язані з іменем 
впливового підприємця й зятя Президента 
України Віктора Пінчука, висвітлювали 
Соросів візит зовсім не так, як ті телека- 
нали, контроль за якими приписують голові 
Адміністрації Президента України Віктору 
Медведчуку. «Медведчукові», умовно Ka— 
жучи, засоби інформації дотримувалися 
«темників», що їх, як вважають, видає 
Адміністрація Президента, й заздалегідь 
розгорнули проти Джорджа Сороса, так би 
мовити, «інформаційну війну»; «Пінчу-- 
кові» ж телеканали ті темники ігнорували 
й навіть пустили Сороса до етеру - KoMeH— 
тарі такого змісту наводить, наприклад, 
інтернет-видання «Українська правда». 

А сам Сорос відразу в кількох інтерв'ю, 
які він дав за час перебування в Україні, 
незмінно наголошував на думці, що Мед- 
ведчук діяв через «свої», умовно кажучи, 
засоби інформації саме таким чином для 
того, щоб сподобатися Росії. Натомість із 
Пінчуком Сорос збирається розвивати 
спільний проєкт юридичної допомоги 
населенню. В чому ж можуть критися 
причини такого різного ставлення до подій 
двох нібито однаково наближених до влади 


осіб? 

У протистоянні двох, як їх називають, 
олігархів навколо приїзду Сороса вияви- 
лися ті суперечності, які завжди існували 
між кланами в українській політиці, вважає 
шеф-редактор інтернетівського сайту 1 
журналу «Телекритика» Наталя Лігачова. 
У «тераріумі друзів», як вона називає укра- 
їнських олігархів, їхні позиції й інтереси в 
багатьох речах не збігаються: «Я вбачаю в 
цьому протистоянні навколо перебування 
Сороса в Україні саме таке незбігання інте- 
ресів. Пінчук шукає власних можливостей 
легалізації після президентських виборів 
2004 року; у Медведчука щодо можливості 
легалізації подальшого перебування в 
політиці інші погляди на ті засоби, якими 
він може цього досягти, - і нічого 
більше...» 

Наталя Лігачова при цьому згодна з дум- 
кою Джорджа Сороса про проросійське 
спрямування Віктора Медведчука: «Я BBa— 
жаю, що зараз у діях Медведчука багато 
того, що має на меті саме користь Росії, і в 
цьому теж є різниця між позиціями різних 
олігархів в Україні. Мені здається, що Пін- 
чук має дещо інший шлях - він, можливо, 
більш сприйнятним може бути партнером, 
для західних інвесторів, наприклад...» 

Але, як зазначає Наталя Лігачова, тим 
часом іще зарано говорити, скажімо, про 
якесь «прозахідне спрямування» Віктора 
Пінчука: «Не можна казати, що Пінчук і 
Медведчук чимось відрізняються в демо- 
кратичності, у ставленні взагалі до західних 
принципів формування держави. Просто 
справа в тому, що кожний 13 них вбачає свої 
власні шляхи до власного існування після 
президентських виборів, а може, й парла- 
ментських 2006 року». 
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авступу України 


до НАТО - питання політичне 


Надія Кандиба, Радіо Свобода 

Після чергового етапу розширення 
НАТО в Україні знову заговорили про 
прагнення приєднатися до цієї організації. 
Однак наскільки віддаленою від Північно-- 
атлантичного альянсу є сьогодні Україна? 
На думку наукового співробітника Міжна- 
родного центру конверсії в Бонні Андреаса 
Гайнемана-Грюдера, це швидше політичне 
питання, ніж питання військової готов- 
ності. 

Перспективи членства України в НАТО 
передусім залежать від того, чи зуміє YK— 
раїна довести правдивість свого європей-- 
ського вибору, чи вона й надалі коливати-- 
меться між Росією та Європейським со- 
юзом, вважає Андреас Гайнеман-Г рюдер. 
Другий фактор, на його думку, - це 
політична ситуація в самій Україні. 

“3 точки зору принаймні західних країн- 
членів НАТО, в ній панує напівавтори-- 
тарний режим. Через такі дефіцити в роз- 
витку демократії поки що її не дуже хочуть 
бачити в альянсі", - зазначив Андреас 
Гайнеман-Г рюдер. 

Часто можна почути також думку, що 
Україна ще не відповідає навіть мінімаль- 
ним технічним стандартам НАТО. Це 
стосується, наприклад, норм щодо 36epe— 
ження таємниці, комунікаційних та ко- 
мандних каналів зв'язку, здатності країни 
приймати на своїй території війська інших 
членів НАТО. 

Андреас Гайнеман-Г рюдер, однак, пере- 


конаний, що це не найбільша перешкода. 
Адже й нинішні нові члени альянсу теж не 
змогли подолати всіх технічних недоліків. 
Рішення про те, бути чи ні Україні членом 
НАТО, лежить у політичній площині, 
наголосив ще раз німецький експерт. Він 
зауважив, що тут багато чого залежить від 
наступних президентських виборів. 

Крім того, німецький експерт порадив 
Києву координувати свої зусилля з іншими 
потенційними кандидатами на вступ до 
альянсу. До речі, саме так робили ті країни, 
яких було прийнято наприкінці березня. На 
думку Андреаса Гайнемана-Грюдера, 
стосовно перспективи на членство в НАТО 
Україна перебуває в одній категорії з Ма- 
кедонією, Албанією, Сербією-Чорногорі-- 
єю, Боснією-Герцоговиною і можливо з 
Грузією. Німецький експерт звернув увагу 
також на дещо різний підхід до питання 
розширення альянсу серед самих його 
членів: 

"Німці та французи, вірогідно, дещо 
більше враховують інтереси Росії, ніж 
США. З іншого боку, Україна має значно 
слабше лоббі в Америці, ніж, скажімо, 
лоббі балтійських держав". 

Враховуючи такий розвиток, він порадив 
Україні спробувати сформувати в 
Сполучених Штатах таке лоббі, яке б могло 
вдало відстоювати її інтереси. Водночас 
Андреас Гайнеман-Грюдер не став прог- 
нозувати, коли може відбутися наступне 
коло розширення НАТО. 


Україна програла в 
Європейському Суді 


(Українська правда) Європейський суд 
з прав людини виніс рішення, яким кон- 
статував відсутність в Україні ефективного 
засобу захисту у випадку, коли термін 
розгляду справи порушений. 

Такого висновку Європейський суд 
дійшов у ході розгляду справи "Сем Меріт 
проти України", повідомляє прес-служба 
Міністерства юстиції. 

30 березня Євросуд виніс рішення, в 
якому констатував порушення Україною 
двох статей Конвенції про захист прав і 
основних свобод людини - статті 6 (право 
на справедливий судовий розгляд) та статті 
13 (право на ефективний засіб правового 
захисту). 

В результаті уряд України після набуття 
рішенням статусу остаточного має спла-- 
тити заявнику 2,900) євро як відшкодування 
моральної шкоди та 1,500 євро відшко-- 
дування судових витрат. Такою, за рішен-- 
ням Євросуду, є сума справедливої сатис-- 
факції заявнику за завдані порушення. 

"Якщо Україна не хоче і надалі нести 
збитки, причому не лише фінансові, а й 
іміджеві, ми маємо швидше рости до циві- 
лізованого сприйняття прав людини", ска- 
зав міністр юстиції Олександр Лавринович. 

"Зокрема, вдосконалювати та адаптувати 
своє законодавство до європейського. В 
першу чергу це стосується норм Кримі- 
нально-процесуального кодексу. Що, до 
речі, є одним з основних зобов'язань, взятих 
Україною при вступі до Ради Європи", - 
наголосив міністр юстиції. 

За словами міністра, "незважаючи на те, 
що Євросуд визнав, що занадто тривале 
розслідування не мало негативного впливу 
на права заявника, - той мав змогу вільно 


пересуватися та обирати місце проживання 
і був зобов'язаний лише з'являтися за 
викликом до суду чи органів слідства, - суд 
констатував порушення прав, гарантованих 
міжнародною Конвенцією про захист прав 
та основних свобод людини". 

Зокрема, розглядаючи скарги заявника 
на занадто тривале розслідування кримі - 
нальної справи, суд дійшов висновку щодо 
відсутності в Україні ефективного засобу 
захисту у випадку, коли термін розгляду 
справи порушений. 

З точки зору Європейського суду, такий 
засіб захисту має полягати або в мож- 
ливості пришвидшення розгляду справи, 
або в можливості отримання компенсації у 
випадку порушення розумних строків 
розгляду справи. 

Європейський суд дійшов висновку, що 
період, який має розглядатись з точки зору 
"розумного строку розгляду справи", роз- 
почався 28 січня 1998 року, коли заявник 
був затриманий за підозрою у вчиненні 
злочину, тобто коли він був підданий 
розслідуванню. 

«Це провадження все ще триває, хоч і 
минуло вже шість років, наголосив Лав- 
ринович. - Заявник до цього часу перебуває 
в стані непевності про долю кримінального 
провадження проти нього, що є 
порушенням Конвенції в частині термінів 
кримінального розслідування". 

Рішення, винесене 30 березня , може бути 
оскаржене сторонами у Великій палаті 
Європейського суду протягом трьох міся- 
ців з дати винесення. В разі, якщо сторони 
не звернуться з таким клопотанням, 
рішення набуде статусу остаточного 30 
червня 2004 року. 


Мороз каже, що поки немає 


рішення про його 


(Українська правда)- Лідер Соцпартії 
Олександр Мороз заявляє, що рішення про 
його участь у виборах президента немає. 
Про це Мороз сказав у прямому ефірі укра-- 
їнської служби БІ-БІ-СІ. 

Коментуючи поширену 13-го квітня 
його заяву, що "соціалісти вимушені йти в 
кампанію самостійно", Мороз зазначив у 
ефірі Бі-Бі-Сі, що лише "повторив пос- 
танову політради СПУ, яка була ухвалена 


участь у виборах 


ще рік тому". 

Рік тому політрада Соцпартії визначила, 
що соціалісти будуть учасниками вибор-- 
чого процесу, а форма участі віднесена до 
компетенції з'їзду. 

Мороз додав, що "в якому форматі СПУ 
буде брати участь у виборах - інша річ, і 
про це можна говорити після змін до 
Конституції". 
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Kuchma approves local election рії 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma signed a bill 
on local elections into law on April 8, Ukrainian news 
agencies reported. 

The bill, which was adopted on April 6 and will come 
into force on Oct. 1, 2005, mandates a majority system 
for rural councils and a proportional party-list system 
for all other councils in Ukrainian local elections. 

According to some reports, the Socialist Party and 
the Communist Party demanded the adoption of sucha 
bill as one of their conditions for supporting the con- 
stitutional-reform bill promoted by pro-presidential 
forces. 

The bill, which received 266 votes in the 450-mem- 
ber chamber, stipulates that deputies to rural councils 
must be elected under a majority system. 


Councilors to all other, higher-tier bodies of self-gov- 
ernment, including the Supreme Council of the Autono- 
mous Republic of Crimea, will be elected under a fully 
proportional, party-list system with a 3 percent thresh- 
old for representation. 

Earlier the same day, the opposition Our Ukraine and 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, along with some deputies 
from the pro-government coalition, made three unsuc- 
cessful attempts to vote down the bill. 

Kuchma met with the leaders of parliamentary cau- 
cuses on April 7, urging them to vote for the reforms. 

"І am absolutely convinced that we are not making 
any mistake...since we need a system of counterbal- 
ances between the legislative and executive branches,” 
Interfax quoted Kuchma as saying. 


Guard assists in stealing Rivne NPP appliance 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—A warrant officer from the 
Rivne nuclear power plant checkpoint assisted in 
stealing an evaporator heating chamber for 400 
hryvni (just under C$100). 

The cost of the stolen equipment has been esti- 
mated at 800,000 hryvni, the department head of 
the Rivne district prosecutor’s office Mykola 
Tomylovych told Interfax on April 5. 

Five of the nuclear power plant’s staff members 
stole the heating chamber. They could not have 
passed through the checkpoint unnoticed, so they 
turned to the warrant officer for help. The warrant 
officer agreed to let them out for 400 hryvni. 

The thieves sold the heating chamber to scrap 
metal dealers and made slightly more than 1,500 


Rada refuses to 
consider Iraq pullout 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on April 9 rejected 
a motion to include the issue of the pullout of Ukrai- 
nian troops from Iraq on its current agenda, UNIAN 
reported. 

The motion, proposed by Communist Party leader 
Petro Symonenko, was supported by the Communist 
Party, the Socialist Party, the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, 
and 45 deputies from Our Ukraine, but it garnered just 
163 votes, well below the 226 votes required for ap- 
proval. 

Ukrainian troops recently withdrew from the city of 
Al-Kut in Iraq’s Wasit Province following an attack by 
Shi’a insurgents. 

Foreign Minister Kostyantyn Hryshchenko on April 
8 blamed the evacuation of Ukrainian troops from Al- 
Kut on the lack of fire and air support from U.S. troops. 


SBU fails to substantiate 
Kwasniewski threat 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—A threat on the life of Polish 
President Alexander Kwasniewski was received on 
the eve of his visit to Ukraine, Ukraine’s State Se- 
curity Service said on April 1. 

SBU spokeswoman Maryna Ostapenko said the 
service had received notification of the threat from 
the Polish Embassy in Ukraine late on March 30. 

The embassy received an anonymous letter claim- 
ing that “Chechens, Afghans and gang members 
from Poltava, Ukraine” would make an attempt on 
the life of the Polish president. The author of the 
letter, a Polish citizen living in Poltava region of 
Ukraine, was traced and interviewed by SBU agents, 
but was unable to substantiate the threat against 
Kwasniewski. 


Ukraine offers to coordinate 


peacekeeping with Azerbaijan 

(RFE/RL)—During a meeting with visiting 
Azerbaijani Defense Minister Safar Abiev on April 8, 
Ukrainian Defense Minister Yevhen Marchuk offered 
to “synchronize efforts” in the countries’ participation 
in peacekeeping operations, ITAR-TASS and 
bakutoday.net. 

Marchuk said the first opportunity for such bilateral 
coordination rests with the current deployment of troops 
from both countries engaged in peacekeeping opera- 
tions in Iraq. 

Commenting on other issues raised during the meet- 
ing, Abiev said the two sides have “exchanged views 
on issues of cooperation with NATO under the Part- 
nership for Peace program, discussed matters related 
to training of the Azerbaijani military in Ukrainian 
military academies” and reviewed measures to expand 
“military-technical cooperation,” ITAR-TASS reported. 


hryvni, he said. 

“The nuclear power plant employees and the ser- 
viceman have been detained. The employees are 
charged with large-scale theft and the warrant of- 
ficer is charged with a taking bribe,” he noted. 

The Kuznetsovsk town police are holding a pre- 
trial investigation, Tomylovych said. 

“The stolen piece of equipment was the nuclear 
power plant’s property, and the theft did not affect 
the functioning of the nuclear power plant,” he 
added. 


Opposition leaders 
want to review budget 


(RFE/RL)—The Our Ukraine and Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc parliamentary caucuses demanded 
on April 6 that the Verkhovna Rada immediately con- 
sider an “extraordinary situation over the falsification 
of the [2004] budget,” Interfax reported, quoting Our 
Ukraine lawmaker Viktor Pynzenyk. 

Pynzenyk has accused Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s cabinet of low-balling economic-growth 
estimates and thus “hiding” 10 billion hryvnias (US$1.9 
billion) in budget revenues and 5 billion hryvnias of 
pension-fund revenues. 

Pynzenyk claimed Ukraine’s GDP will total 310 bil- 
lion hryvnias in 2004, while the government projected 
a figure of 283 billion hryvnias 

The previous week, Our Ukraine staged a protest rally 
demanding that the government raise wages and pen- 
sions at the expense of revenues that it allegedly hid 
within the budget. 


Russian foreign 
minister in Kyiv 


(RFE/RL)—Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
visited Kyiv on April 13 and met with President Le- 
onid Kuchma and Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Kostyantyn Hryshchenko, Interfax reported. 

І аугоу and Hryshchenko reportedly discussed the 
situation in Iraq and relations with NATO. 

Hryshchenko told journalists that the recently en- 
dorsed memorandum giving NATO the right of quick 
access to Ukrainian territory pertains to technical is- 
sues related to international military maneuvers. 

“We hope that Russia will take part in such maneu- 
vers as it has done before,’ Hryshchenko added. 

“We considered the issue absolutely calmly and there 
are no big problems about it,” Lavrov said about the 
memorandum, adding that “such episodes can hardly 
affect relations between Ukraine and Russia.” 


USAID wants to sponsor 
two election projects 


(RFE/RL)—The U.S. Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) is discussing with Ukraine’s Cen- 
tral Election Commission the prospect of conducting 
two projects that would cost a total of US$10 million, 
Interfax reported on April 13. 

USAID administrator Andrew Natsios stated this fol- 
lowing a meeting with Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych in Kyiv the same day. 

One project would provide training for election com- 
mittee members at all levels, while the other would seek 
to increase the role of nongovernmental organizations 
in the election process, Natsios added. 

The projects, which could be implemented within 
two to three years, are currently being considered by 
the Ukrainian side. 


Yanukovych to run 

(UAN)—Following a meeting of Ukraine’s parliamentary majority April 
14, it is now understood from unofficial sources that Viktor Yanukovych 
will be named as the majority’s official candidate for Ukraine’s Presiden- 
tial elections in October 2004. Belarus-born Viktor Yanukovych is cur- 
rently the Ukrainian Prime Minister and the head of the Donbas Party of 
Power (Party of Regions) whose financial backer is Ukraine’s wealthiest 
oligarch, Renat Akhmetov. An official announcement is expected soon. 


Socialists bolt 


(RFE/RL)—Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz has announced that 
his party intends to participate in the 2004 presidential election “on its 
own”, Interfax reported on April 13, quoting the party’s press service. 
Moroz also declared that the Socialist Party will strive to implement po- 
litical reform before the election. According to him, Our Ukraine and the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc did not support a constitutional-reform bill be- 
cause they oppose any changes in the country’s political system and want 
“to lay their hands on the existing authoritarian system of power’. 


Kidnapped Ukrainians released 
(RFE/RL)—Unidentified Iraqi militants on April 12 kidnapped eight em- 
ployees of the Russian company Interenergoservis in Baghdad, including 
five Ukrainian citizens, Ukrainian news agencies reported on April 13, 
quoting the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry. The eight were released on April 
13, international media reported. Lieutenant General Valeriy Frolov, 
Ukraine’s Land Forces deputy commander, told journalists that the cap- 
tured Ukrainians had no relation whatsoever to the 1,600-strong Ukrai- 
nian military contingent in Iraq. 


Journalist complains of beating 

(RFE/RL)—Journalist Volodymyr Boyko has claimed that he was beaten 
by two police officers in a courtroom in Donetsk during the hearing of a 
case against Mykhaylo Haladzhi, head of the Kyiv-based “Svoboda” 
newspaper’s local office, Interfax reported. According to Boyko, the judge 
ordered him to leave the courtroom but he refused to do so, arguing that 
the trial was open and he was performing his journalistic duties by cover- 
ing the trial for “Svoboda.” The policemen allegedly manhandled Boyko, 
inflicting numerous injuries on him. 


Radio Liberty, VOA seeking new partners 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Neither the management of Liberty Radio nor the 
Voice of America Radio will file a suit in connection with the stopping of 
FM re-broadcasts of their programs in Ukraine. Thomas Dine, president 
of the Radio Liberty, and Voice of America Director David Jackson made 
this statement at a press conference in Kyiv on March 31. Dine said Lib- 
erty Radio is, and will be looking for new partners to provide the people 
of Ukraine with free access to news. 


Soros, Pinchuk to create legal aid foundation 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Prominent American businessman George Soros and 
Peoples’ Deputy Viktor Pinchuk are planning to set up a joint fund render- 
ing legal aid to citizens in Ukraine, Soros said at a solemn reception in 
Kyiv on March 31. He said that this is practical and constructive result of 
his visit and thanked Pinchuk for agreement to become his partner in the 
creation of such a fund. 
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Shock loss Гог Klitschko 


(BBC Sports) —American Lamon Brewster came 
off the canvas to score a shock victory over Wladimir 
Klitschko in the April 10 WBO heavyweight title fight. 

Klitschko was dominating the contest until he got 
caught midway through the fifth round with two left 
hooks. 

Referee Robert Byrd stopped the fight after the round 
ended, ruling that Klitschko was unable to carry on. 

“Tt was kill or be killed,” said 9-1 underdog Brewster, 
who was fighting for the first time in 13 months. 

Klitschko knocked Brewster to the canvas in the 
fourth round with a vicious right hand. 

But Brewster got up, with both fighters falling over 
after tangling in the American’s corner at the end of 
the round. 

Midway through the fifth, Brewster landed the left 
hooks that changed the fight. 

Klitschko just about survived the initial onslaught 
but was in trouble again when the bell sounded. 

He went down again, forcing Byrd to intervene. 


“He couldn’t take care of himself,” said Byrd. “I tried 
to get a response out of him but there was none. I’ve 
never stopped a fight like that before.” 

Klitschko’s future is now in some doubt after he was 
knocked out for the second time in four fights. 

Corrie Sanders stopped him in Germany last year 
and will fight his brother, Vitali, in a fortnight’s time. 

71 know he’s a tough guy. I know he can punch,” 
said Brewster. “But what I wanted to do was show 
Americans don’t lay down. 

“I knew he would get tired. He’d either get tired of 
hitting me or get tired of me coming forward and put- 
ting pressure to his face.” 

Klitschko was taken to a hospital for a precaution- 
ary brain scan on the advice of ring doctor Margaret 
Goodman. 


Wladimir rules out retirement 


Wladimir Klitschko will carry on boxing despite his 
shock defeat by American Lamon Brewster, reports 
Reuters. 

«І will be in the ring again,” said the Ukrainian, 
stopped in the fifth round in his World Boxing Organi- 
zation heavyweight title fight April 10 in Las Vegas. 

"1 don’t know what happened,” the 28-year-old told 
German television ZDF. “It’s not a mental problem. 
There’s something else.” 

After the fight Klitschko was taken to hospital for a 
precautionary brain scan. He will undergo tests to find 
out whether he might have a medical problem. 

Klitschko also dismissed drug abuse speculation. He 
said that doping was not the reason for his lack of en- 
ergy before he was knocked out, reports dpa. “I have 
never used forbidden substances such as steroids. 


“T have a Ph.D. in sports science. I know the effect 
of every susbtance. It would be foolish if I had taken 
anything,” Klitschko told Deutsche Presse-Agentur. 

However, Klitschko also admitted that the video foot- 
age gave the impression “as if I had been on drugs”. 

"І couldn’t breath after the first round, after the sec- 
ond round I could hardly get up from my stool. I 
couldn’t speak properly and couldn’t open my eyes 
properly,” said Klitschko. 

While the complete test results are not yet available, 
it has been revealed that Vladimir’s blood sugar level 
was double and not four times above the normal level 
as initially announced. 

"І don’t want to comment on that. I need to see the 
complete analysis before drawing any conclusions,” 
said Klitschko. 


Dyjatel shows perfect timing 


(UEFA )—Ukraine can still qualify for the UEFA Eu- 
ropean Women’s Championship after a dramatic vic- 
tory against Group 4 rivals Scotland, April 10. 

The match in Simferopol seemed to be heading for a 
draw when two minutes from the end Vera Djatel claimed 
the winner. Victory continues a fine turnaround by the 
Ukrainian team, who were without a win seven days 
ago but followed up victory in Portugal with the tiumph 
against a team that beat them 5-1, 11 months ago. 

Those six points, added to an earlier draw with the 


Czech Republic, leave Ukraine in third place with two 
fixtures left. They are level on points with the Czech 
Republic in the race for the play-off berth, although 
Ukraine have played two games more, and a point ahead 
of Scotland. 

Ukraine face a tough task ia their next game, though, 


_as they visit runaway group leaders Germany on April 


28. Ahome win in that game would then leave the world 
champions able to clinch qualification on May 2 in 
Scotland. 
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Macedonia edges Ukraine 1-0 in friendly 


(UEFA)—Defender Goran 
Stavrevski was the F.Y.R. 
Macedonia hero as he scored the 
only goal in a 1-0 win over Ukraine 
in a friendly international on March 
31 in Skopje. 

The NK Zagreb player struck in 
the 26th minute following a fine 
move involving Artim Sakiri and 


Goce Sedloski. It was his third in- 
ternational goal. The other major 
incident of a low-key game came 
when Ukraine striker Andriy 
Shevchenko sustained a mouth in- 
jury late in the first half and was sub- 
stituted. 

The Macedonians are building 


towards the 2006 FIFA World Cup 
qualifiers having been drawn in 
Group 1 alongside Finland, Nether- 
lands, Romania, Armenia, Czech 
Republic, and Andorra. 

Ukraine will contest Group 2 with 
Albania, Denmark, Greece, Turkey, 
Georgia and Kazakhstan. 


LYSALTA 


CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 
INDEPENDENT 
MUTUAL FUND DEALER 
TERRY LYS 
President 
(403) 239-8515 
4 Edelweiss Cres. NW, Calgary, AB 


Investing for a Strong 


Tomorrow 


ARTHUR WARING CA, CIP 


Blokhin survives crash 


Ukraine national football coach Oleg Blokhin was taken to hospital 
after a car crash on the outskirts of Kyiv on April 13, reports Reuters 
citing a team spokesman. 

Blokhin, appointed coach last September, escaped serious injury but 
was being examined in hospital, Igor Miroshnichenko said. 

“Oleg feels alright,” said Miroshnichenko. “There are no serious inju- 
ries.” 

He said Blokhin, European Player of the Year in 1975, had been a pas- 
senger in the off-road vehicle when it crashed into a smaller car on the 
evening of April 13. 

It was not clear what had caused the crash. 


| Dynamo claim Shakhtar scalp 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv took a huge stride towards reclaiming their 


|| Ukrainian Premier League title by winning 4-2 at FC Shakhtar Donetsk 


on April 10. 

The result, Dynamo’s first victory at Shakhtar since 1996, left Olexiy 
Mykhaylichenko’s side four points clear of the home team, who had re- 
covered a two-goal deficit only to succumb to second-half strikes from 
Jerko Leko and Florin Cernat. Maris Verpakoyskis and Diogo Rincon 
were the other Dynamo scorers, while Mariusz Lewandowski and Anatoliy 
Tymoschuk were on target for Shakhtar 
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Real estate fever grips ОКгаїпе| Kroes receives second 


(Agence France Presse)—Dozens of construction 
cranes crowd the Kyiv skyline as the Ukrainian capital 
is gripped by a real estate fever that experts say is about 
to spread and infect the entire country. 

“The industry is growing very well, but the real boom 
will come later,” said Ilya Pavlenko, vice-president of 
the Perry Construction company, which is 100-percent 
foreign owned. 

The number of construction sites in this ex-Soviet 
republic grew by 26 percent in 2003 and the trend car- 
ried on well into 2004, according to official figures. 

Construction of apartment houses alone has reached 
new heights every year over the past three years, with 
а 5.9-percent rise in 2003 — which means 6.4 million 
square meters of new housing space. 

The boom is nothing surprising, as acquisition of 
good-quality lodging has become a near-obsession with 
many Ukrainians, desperate to get out of crowded, 
crumbling apartments dating back to the Soviet era. 

Even in Kyiv, the average space per person is only 
20 square metres, compared to 28 square metres in 
Portugal and 36 square metres in France. 

The dream is made real by Ukraine’s economic re- 
vival which has boosted incomes, as well as develop- 
ment of a mortgage loan system which tripled from 
2002 to 2003 to top 800 million dollars (660 million 
euros). 

“Even if interest rates remain high, at 14-15 percent 
a year, most of our clients still take out mortgage loans 
to buy their apartments,” pointed out Lyudmila 
Zabiyaka of the Blagovest real estate agency. 

The demand has also boosted housing prices which 
doubled in 2003 and continue to climb, reaching up to 
US$1,000 per square metre in Kyiv’s downtown, much 
to investors’ delight. 

“The sale prices for new apartments are often three 
times as much as the cost of building them,” boasted 


Marta Kostyuk, expert for the DTZ real estate 
consultancy. 

However, the boom is mostly centered on Kyiv and 
industrial cities of Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk and 
Kharkiv, with the rest of the country still untouched by 
this new-found affluence. 

Construction of commercial centres and offices, 
which the market desperately needs, continues to ex- 
pand as well, increasing output by up to 25 percent for 
office space and up to 35 percent for commercial cen- 
ters, Kostyuk said. 

According to expert estimates, Kyiv’s total office 
space is 250,000 square metres, of which some 10 per- 
cent are as yet unoccupied. 

However, small businesses prefer to save money by 
installing themselves in regular apartments outfitted for 
office use. 

To meet demand, numerous construction companies 
plan to build as much as 150,000 square metres of new 
office space by 2005, according to experts who also 
predict a rise in office rents of 10 percent this year. 

Commercial centres and shopping malls also share 
in the boom, but their growth is still insufficient, with 
Kyiv boasting only 30 square metres per 1,000 people, 
compared to the average of 150 to 400 square metres 
in eastern Europe. 

The boom’s major drawback is that the construction 
industry 15 fast becoming "опе of Ukraine’s most crimi- 
nal and least transparent industries,’ Ukrainian eco- 
nomic agency UFS lamented. 

However, the fact could not tarnish the market’s 
promising growth, expected to reach new heights in 
2004-2005, the agency said. 


Putin pushes for SEA 


(RIA news agency/BBC Monitoring Service)—Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin has said the setting up of 
a Single Economic Area (SEA) would be beneficial to 
both Russia and Ukraine. 

“The setting up of a SEA — these plans will be ben- 
eficial to the economies of both Russia and Ukraine,” 
the Russian president said at the meeting with Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

According to him, this will create conditions for the 
free movement of capital, goods and labour. “The civi- 
lized movement of labour — this of interest to both the 
peoples of Russia and Ukraine,” Putin added. 

He also said that the setting up of a SEA would cre- 
ate favourable conditions for the economies of the two 
countries and help Russia and Ukraine in markets 
abroad. 

For his part, Yanukovych said Russian and Ukraine 


prime ministers should make a real contribution to the 
strategy outlined by the Russian, Ukrainian, Kazakh 
and Belarusian presidents on the formation of a SEA. 

He said the setting up of a SEA will start with the 
creation of free trade zones. He said manufacturers from 
the two countries should feel that customs barriers will 
not impede them, Yanukovych said. 

“State policy should create conditions which will not 
on the one hand impede manufacturers and on the other 
hand guarantees the collection of taxes to tackle social 
issues,” the Ukrainian prime minister said. 

He said there were plans to invite representatives of 
business circles and investors to the forthcoming ses- 
sion of the Russian-Ukrainian intergovernmental com- 
mission. It is necessary for the meeting to “take con- 
crete and specific steps for the development of the 
economies of the two countries,” Yanukovych said. 


Ukraine joins dash for gas 
with LNG liquefaction plant 


Tony Gray, Lloyds List, London, UK, April 8, 2004 

Ukraine is set to join the select club of liquefied natu- 
ral gas exporters. State-run oil and gas company 
Naftogaz Ukrayiny has announced its intention to build 
a liquefaction plant in one of the country’s Black Sea 
ports. Naftogaz said the plant would cost US$1.2-$1.5 
billion and have a capacity of 6 billion cu т а year. 

The company aims to have the facility in operation 
by 2007, which seems a fairly tight schedule. How- 
ever, sources suggest that bids are already being ac- 
cepted for the construction. 

Naftogaz chairman Yuriy Boyko said construction 
of the LNG plant would ‘strongly broaden opportuni- 
ties... to co-operate with European power companies’ 
and meet growing demand from the European Union. 
The company said the liquefaction plant would be in- 


tegrated into the Ukraine’s gas pipeline system. 

Expected gas field development in the shelf of the 
Azov and Black seas would allow gas supplies to 
Crimea from mainland Ukraine to be stopped. The re- 
sulting free capacity in the system would be used to 
supply gas to the LNG plant. The project had received 
preliminary approval from the Ukrainian government, 
the company said. Naftogaz is seeking the participa- 
tion of Western European investors in the project and 
has already held talks with the Spanish companies 
Repsol УРЕ, Endesa and Iberdrola. 

If Ukraine’s LNG ambitions are realised, it will en- 
hance its role in European energy markets. Ukraine’s 
real significance to world energy markets has been as 
an intermediary connecting Russia, the world’s largest 
natural gas producer, with growing European markets. 


Ukraine incorporates biggest steel mill 


(Interfax)—Ukraine moved a step closer to privatiz- 
ing Krivorozhstal, the country’s biggest steel mill, by 
incorporating the enterprise, initially as a wholly state- 
owned joint stock company. 

The Industrial Policy Ministry issued an instruction 
to incorporate the steel mill, which has charter capital 
of 3.9 billion Бгуупі, on April 7, Anatoliy Fedyayev, a 
deputy industrial policy minister, told Interfax. 

The State Property Fund has hired the Kyiv-based 
Otsenka to value Krivorozhstal’s long-term assets. The 
Property Fund and the Industrial Policy Ministry have 


been preparing the mill to be privatized by corporatizing 
it, for example, and the parliament is drafting a bill to 
sell the company off. 

The parliament back in November 2003 entered 
Krivorozhstal on a list of enterprises that cannot be 
privatized, but the Ukrainian president vetoed this law. 

Krivorozhstal controls up to a fifth of the Ukrainian 
steel market. It is capable of turning out more than 6 
million tonnes of rolled steel products, about 7 million 
tonnes of crude steel and 7.8 million tonnes of pig iron 
a year, 


Ukrainian dividend 


(UkrNews)—Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. announced on April 1 
that its 45% owned Kashtan Petroleum joint venture declared a dividend 
from 2003 net earnings in the amount of US$574,000. Kroes’ 45% share 
of the dividend, after deducting a 5% Ukrainian withholding tax, amounts 
to about C$325,000 and will be transferred to its Calgary bank. 

“We are pleased with the fact that this is the second such dividend Kroes 
has received from this venture, and it is approximately double the first,” 
said Kroes President Fred Callaway. 

He also noted that the 2003 financial results for the Kashtan joint ven- 
ture have just been finalized and reflect a 50% increase in production 
volumes and a 46% increase in revenues. Consolidation of these results to 
the Kroes Energy accounts is underway and audited financial results will 
be available in approximately six weeks time. 

On the operations front, Kashtan Petroleum on April 1 spudded devel- 
opment well No. 187b in the Lelyaki field. It will be drilled directionally 
from the 300-meter level of the unsuccessful exploratory well No. 187 
drilled late in 2003. The bottom hole location of No. 187b will be 330 
meters to the northeast and will be only 60 meters from a deep gas well 
drilled a number of years ago, where log data indicated 5 meters of pay in 
the main P1-P2 producing sand. The well will take approximately 30 days 
to drill and another 20 days to complete and test. 

Well # 187b is the first of 4 wells to be drilled in 2004. An exploration 
well will be drilled across a fault on the northwest corer of the field and 
two more development wells will be drilled within the Lelyaki field lim- 
its. In addition, 6 workovers on currently shut in wells are planned for the 
last half of the year. 


US lifts tough monitoring 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network of the 
Us Treasury Department repealed the provision on severe monitoring of 
operations with the participation of Ukraine’s financial establishments, 
which has been working for two years. The Network’s official report says 
that, beginning from April 2002, Ukraine radically changed its system of 
fight with money laundering, having removed the shortcomings noted by 
that time, as well as took concrete measures to carry out reforms, the 
Ukrainian embassy to the US says. 


Briefly 


New energy minister 

(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma on April 13 appointed Serhiy Tulub, 
who has headed the state-run atomic energy company Enerhoatom since 
June 2002, as the new minister for fuel and energy, Ukrainian news agen- 
cies reported. Tulub, who served as minister for fuel and energy in 1999- 
2000, will replace Serhiy Yermilov, whom Kuchma sacked in early March. 


Derkach gets new appointment 

(Ukrainian News Agency)—President Leonid Kuchma has dismissed 
former Economy Minister Khoroshkovskyi as head of Ukrainian side of 
the Ukrainian-American Committee on Issues of Economic Cooperation. 
He appointed Mykola Derkach, Minister of Economics and European In- 
tegration in his place, April 8. Earlier, Kuchma relieved Khoroshkovskyi 
of his duties as manager in the board of Chornomorskyi bank of trade and 
development replaced him with Derkach. 


Ukraine economy expands 9.4% 
(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine expanded its economy 9.4% in 2003, accord- 
ing to finalized figures, to 264.16 billion hryvni, the State Statistics Com- 
mittee told Interfax, April 9. It was earlier reported that Ukrainian GDP 
rose 9.3% in 2003. Industrial production increased 15.8% and inflation 
was 8.2%. The hryvnia was stable, growing to 5.3315 hryvni/$1 from 
5.3324 hryvni/$1, the committee said. The government forecasts GDP 
growth of 9.5% in 2004. 


Ukraine ups industrial output 11.8% 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine increased its industrial production 11.8% in 
March and 1 8.8% in the first quarter of 2004, the State Statistics Com- 
mittee told Interfax, April 9. Production rose 19.6% year-on-year in March, 
the committee said. Industrial output grew 15.8% in 2003, with 10.1% 
growth in March and 10.7% in the first quarter. 


Exports rise 44% 

(Liga)—The export of goods from Ukraine over January-February was 
US$4.4741 billion, and imports $3.8628 billion, the state statistics com- 
mittee reported, April 8. Compared year on year, these figures represent a 
44.4 percent increase in exports and a 37.2 percent increase in imports. 


Household currency deposits grow 

(Interfax - Ukraine)—Household hard currency deposits in banks grew 
by the equivalent of US$68.1 million in March to $2.729.3 billion, the 
National Bank of Ukraine reported, April 8. Since the beginning of the 
year, such accounts have grown 234.7 million or by 9.4 percent. 


Defense sector investment sought 

(Interfax - Ukraine)—Ukraine wants both foreign and domestic compa- 
nies to invest in its defense sector, Industrial Policy Minister Oleksandr 
Neustoyev said on April 8. “We’re equally interested in foreign and do- 
mestic investment,” he said commenting on the national program recently 
approved by the government, which aims to reform and develop the 
country’s defense industry by 2010. He said Ukraine’s defense sector 
needed “tens of billions of dollars” in investments. He did not say how 
much of that money he expected would come from foreign investors. 
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(RISU)—The church is the most trusted in- 
stitution in Ukraine, according to a survey 
conducted by the Center of Social and Politi- 
cal Research (SOCIS), March 1- 7. Last year, 
a similar survey showed that the church was 
the most trusted social institution as well, sup- 
ported by 47 percent of Ukrainians. 

The results of the survey were announced 
during a round table discussion “The Social 
Opinion of the Ukrainian Population” held by 
the “Democratic Initiatives” foundation and 
the Institute of Sociology at the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kyiv, 
March 26. 

According to the survey, among all social 


institutions, 36 percent of Ukrainians trust the 
church, while Viktor Yushchenko, former re- 
formist prime minister and present leader of 
the right-wing democratic coalition “Our 
Ukraine,” remains the most popular and 
trusted politician with 25 percent of Ukraini- 
ans supporting him. 

Forty-six percent of Ukrainians expressed 
their distrust of the Ukrainian Parliament and 
41 percent their distrust of Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma. Thirty nine percent do 
not trust the Ukrainian government, 27 per- 
cent — regional administrations and 26 and 
25 percent — the courts and prosecutor’s of- 
fices, respectively. 


Patriarch Filaret receives award 


(RISU.org.ua)—Patriarch Filaret 
(Denysenko), head of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC- 
KP), on March 30 served a memorial ser- 
vice in the town of Brusyliv, Zhytomyr re- 
gion, to commemorate Metropolitan 
Шагіоп (Ivan Ohienko), a prominent 
Ukrainian religious activist and scholar. 
During the ceremony, the Ohienko Com- 
mittee awarded Metropolitan Filaret with 


the Ivan Ohienko prize. 

“This award was quite unexpected for 
me,” said Metropolitan Filaret. “I didn’t 
expect that a spiritual person can be given 
any prize.” He also added that he accepted 
this prize not as a recognition of his per- 
sonal contribution, but as a recognition of 
the work of the UOC-KP for the good of 
society. 


GC clergy discuss pastoral strategy 


(RISU.org.ua}—During a working meeting 
on March 30 in Lviv, Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, 
head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC), hierarchs of the Kyiv and Halych 
Metropolitanate of the UGCC, and the clergy 
of all the church’s eparchies and exarchates dis- 
cussed the strategy of the church’s pastoral de- 
velopment. 

“Tn the life of the church, as well as in the 
life of any institution, there is always a need to 
revise and reform, that is, to return to the ori- 
gins of our calling,” said Cardinal Husar. “That 
is why we had a desire to work out a pastoral 
plan which would help us better fulfill our good 
intentions and begin implementing something 


that has not been done yet,” he added. 

In addition, Cardinal Husar said that after 
three meetings the working group, which 
worked on the strategy, developed five sepa- 
rate directions of the future pastoral strategy, 
including the priest, the parish, social com- 
munication, management, and the completed 
church structure, the patriarchate. The partici- 
pants decided to add evangelization as another 
direction in this strategy. 

The strategy will be considered at the Synod 
of Bishops of the Kyiv and Halych 
Metropolitanate of the UGCC, after which it 
will become a legal act, spelling out the prin- 
ciples of the development of the UGCC. 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські вісті, April 14 - 27, 2004, 14 - 27 квітня, 2004 


Church most trusted institution | Forum focuses on religious rights, 
interdenominational conflicts 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Council of Ukrainian 
Law Protection Organizations (RUPOR), and 
the Chernihiv Public Committee for the Pro- 
tection of Human Rights, with the support of 
the International Renaissance Foundation, 
conducted Ukraine’s first forum on civic law 
protection organizations “Human Rights dur- 
ing Elections.” Held in Kyiv on March 31 and 
April 1, the participants of the forum also dis- 
cussed interreligious conflicts. 

The aim of the forum, which gathered 118 
participants from 82 law protection organi- 
zations from various parts of Ukraine, was to 
discuss the activities of civic law protection 
organizations during the election campaign in 
2004 and develop a strategy for cooperation 
between law protection organizations in the 
forthcoming years. 

Among those who participated in the fo- 
rum were Nina Karpachova, commissioner for 
human rights at the Ukrainian Parliament, 
Hennadii Udovenko, MP and head of the Par- 


liamentary Committee for Human Rights, 
National Minorities and Interethnic relations, 
George Soros, head of the Open Society In- 
stitute and the network of Soros foundations, 
and representatives of the Helsinki Move- 
ment in Russia. 

The plenary sessions and round table dis- 
cussions of the forum focused on the pres- 
ervation of human rights, the protection of 
electoral rights and the right to freedom of 
conscience and religion. 

The religion section concentrated on leg- 
islation regulating religious activities in 
Ukraine and how organizations and admin- 
istrative bodies obey it. The participants of 
this section also discussed the equality be- 
tween denominations and interreligious con- 
flicts. 

They took a closer look at the project ini- 
tiated by RUPOR which entails surveys 
among various religious communities aimed 
at finding violations of Ukrainian laws. 


GC auxiliary bishop for Ternopil ordained 


(RISU.org.ua)—Vasyl Semeniuk was or- 
dained auxiliary bishop of Ternopil-Zboriv on 
April 3 in the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Ca- 
thedral of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Most Holy Mother of God in Ternopil. This 
was the first episcopal ordination to be per- 
formed in the newly-restored cathedral. 

Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), 
UGCC bishops from Ukraine and abroad, a 
bishop of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Ukraine, priests, religious, and laity partici- 
pated in the ceremony. 

In his sermon, Cardinal Husar emphasized 
the historical importance of the ordination, 
and he spoke of the three tasks of a bishop: to 
teach, to bless, and to serve as pastor. “But I 
would like to highlight one special task of a 


bishop,” said the cardinal. “In today’s Gos- 
pel reading we heard the story about 
Lazarus... As a result of this event, the 
apostles understood that Jesus Christ is the 
master of life and death, the Lord of the world, 
and there is nothing that can happen without 
His will. They fully believed in Jesus Christ. 
But we already know all of this. We have the 
testimony of the apostles. Now we must firmly 
believe in what they proclaimed. This is par- 
ticularly true for the bishop, who is the suc- 
cessor to the apostles and receives not only 
their government, but also their virtues, and 
especially their faith. This faith he must pass 
on to his spiritual children.” 

After the Liturgy, the newly ordained 
bishop bestowed on all those present his first 
pontifical blessing. 
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